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WELCOME TO
PLYMPTON
INTERNATIONAL
COLLEGE

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Welcome to Plympton International College, where
learning means the world.

We are proud to be a bilingual, globally minded school
that offers more than just an education. From Reception
to Year 12, our college is a place where students are
known, challenged, supported, and inspired to thrive
academically, socially, and personally.

As a fellow parent of two children, | understand
how important it is to feel connected and informed

throughout your child’s school journey. Families place
great trust in us, to guide, care for, and educate their
child over 13 years of schooling. That trust is a privilege
never lost on me. It is deeply special, and we honour it
in all that we do.

At Plympton, we believe in genuine partnerships with
families, and we want every parent and caregiver to
feel part of our college life. Together, we create an
environment that empowers our students to grow into
confident, compassionate, and capable global citizens.

Thank you for choosing Plympton International College.
| look forward to welcoming your family and sharing in
this remarkable journey together.

Warm regards,

e

Amy Whyte
Principal
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OUR IDENTITY

Our Vision

Plympton International College aspires to cultivate
resilient and spirited individuals, empowering them
with confidence and courage. We are dedicated to
developing students who exemplify determination,
trustworthiness, initiative, diligence, and foresight,
preparing them to thrive as compassionate and

responsible global citizens.

When Plympton International College was founded as
Plympton High School in 1959 the founders set a clear
vision : ‘towards this light’ . This remains true today and
our current vision reminds us that our aspiration is not

limited to just light.

We believe our students have the potential to truly make
a difference in the world and to do so must emerge
from school with their own identity and strengths, a

compassion and mindset of the world.

Our Mission

At Plympton International College, we are dedicated
to providing a bilingual and internationally-focused
education that promotes academic excellence, cultural
understanding, and personal growth. Our mission is to
inspire and empower students to embrace challenges,
develop critical thinking skills, and cultivate a lifelong
love of learning in both Chinese and English. We strive
to create a supportive and inclusive environment

that prepares our students to become confident,
compassionate, and responsible leaders in a globalized

world.
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Our values: respect, responsibility, innovation and excellence

At Plympton International College, our core values—
respect, responsibility, innovation, and excellence—
guide everything we do. We embody these values every
day, as they are essential to fulfilling our vision for our

students, staff, and the broader college community.

Our staff exemplify these standards, leading by
example. We expect the same commitment to

our values from every member of our community.
Together, we strive for personal excellence and create
opportunities for all to achieve their best. This culture
of excellence begins with each individual student and

classroom and extends throughout our entire college.

We respect the humanity and rights of others,

our heritage and traditions. Our local and global
environments. We treat ourselves and each other with
consideration and dignity, recognising and appreciating

everyone’s unique voice.

We take responsibility for our learning in and

outside the classroom. This means holding ourselves
accountable for our actions, being proactive in our
pursuits, and supporting one another in our growth.
We encourage innovation through the development of
skills and behaviours that foster it- confidence using

initiative and creativity, a collaborative approach and

strong communication skills, critical and lateral thinking,

7 - Plympton International College Parent Handbook




Our ethos:
Where learning means the world

At Plympton International College, “Where Learning
Means the World” reflects our commitment to a
bilingual education that transcends traditional
boundaries. We believe learning is a lifelong journey
essential for thriving in an interconnected global

community.

Global Perspective: Our curriculum encourages students
to engage with diverse cultures and global issues,

developing them into responsible citizens.

Real-World Relevance: We connect classroom learning

to real-world applications, empowering students to

make their education impactful.

Personal Growth: We focus on the whole child,
nurturing emotional intelligence and resilience to help

them navigate life’s challenges with confidence.

Community Engagement: By partnering with local
and global organizations, we enrich our students’

experiences and broaden their perspectives.

Lifelong Learning: We inspire curiosity and adaptability,

preparing students to thrive in an ever-evolving world.

Our ethos embodies our dedication to nurturing

globally-minded individuals who are ready to make a

positive impact in their communities and beyond.
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Our collective purpose

Our students who we encourage to reach their full Our community is building momentum to the foundation

- . . . laid and when strengthened will underpin our success
potential in a safe, achievement orientated environment, 9 P

supported at every step of the Plympton journey by for the years to come.

nurturing and supportive staff.

Our staff who are Plympton’s point of difference;
passionate advocates for every student and the benefits

of an international bilingual education.
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Our History

Plympton International College has a proud history
of educational excellence, evolving alongside its
community for over 60 years. Established in 1961 as
Plympton High School, the site has continually grown
to meet the changing needs of students and families.
In 2017, the school embraced its current identity as
Plympton International College, reflecting its R—12
structure and strong commitment to global learning
and intercultural understanding. Today, the College is
a vibrant and diverse learning community, offering a
continuous and connected educational journey from
Reception through to Year 12.

Plympton International College became a Chinese
Bilingual School as part of the South Australian
Department for Education’s Languages Strategy,
which aims to strengthen intercultural understanding
and global competence. Recognising the importance
of Mandarin as a global language, the College was
selected to implement a bilingual education program
that supports students to learn curriculum content in
both English and Chinese. Since 2016, students in the

Primary Years have had access to subjects taught in

both languages by qualified bilingual educators.
This unique program builds linguistic skills, cultural
awareness, and academic confidence, positioning

students to thrive in an increasingly connected world.

College Structure

At Plympton International College, our learning
environment is divided into three dedicated sub-schools,
Primary (Reception to Year 6), Middle (Years 7-9), and
Senior (Years 10-12) each purposefully designed to
meet the developmental, social, and academic needs of
students at every stage of their educational journey.

For more information, please view our website:

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au
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Governing Council

At Plympton International College, we value strong
partnerships with our families and community, and
one of the most meaningful ways you can support our
school is by joining the Governing Council or one of its
sub-committees. Working alongside the Principal, the
Governing Council helps shape the strategic direction
of the college, supports key priorities, and strengthens
community connections. The Council meets twice per

term, while sub-committees, covering areas such as

Grounds & Maintenance,

Fundraising, Canteen, Uniform,

Parents and Friends

Bilingual community engagement committee

Meetings for these committees are usually once
per term. Whether you're interested in joining

or simply want to learn more, please contact us at
DL.0907.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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Chinese Bilingual Learning

Plympton International College is proud to be South
Australia’s first school to offer a Chinese-English
Bilingual Program, established in 2017. This innovative
initiative supports students to become globally minded
learners, equipped with the cognitive, academic, and
cultural skills needed for success in an interconnected
world. Research shows that bilingual learners benefit
from improved attention, memory, problem-solving,

and resilience. They also develop biliteracy and
bilnumeracy—enhancing reading, writing, and numeracy
in both languages—while gaining a deep understanding

of diverse cultures and global perspectives.

The program begins in Reception with daily Chinese
instruction focused on listening and speaking, and
gradually expands into a 50:50 bilingual model by Years
3-6, where students learn subjects like HASS, Health,
and the Arts in both languages. In secondary years,

students follow either the Bilingual and Immersion

Pathway or the Beginner Chinese Pathway, with
tailored options like Chinese Language and Culture
(CLC) in Year 10 and accredited SACE subjects in Years
11-12. Our inclusive and student-centred approach
ensures that each learner is placed on a pathway
aligned with their background and goals, supported by
collaboration between bilingual and classroom teachers
and partnerships with Universities and the Department

for Education.
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MUNICATIONS

Email and Phone

Front Reception/ Student Services Hours and Contact Details

Front Reception and Student Services Hours

Monday to Friday 8:30am - 4:00pm

Email dl.0907.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Telephone (08) 8297 0488

Website https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/
Who to connect with:

Focus of Enquiry Who to contact

General Reception/ Student Services
Student Wellbeing Classroom or Home Group Teacher
Specific Subject or Learning Subject Teacher

Face to Face Seesaw

Throughout the year we have various opportunities In the Primary Years, we use Seesaw, Seesaw is an

to meet with teachers both formally and informally. online platform that allows families to engage with their
We have Acquaintance Nights, Chinese Celebration child’s learning journey in real time. Through photos,
Evenings, Parent Teacher Interviews and through our videos, student reflections, and teacher updates, families
Middle School Presentations of Learning. We also gain a window into the rich experiences happening each
invite parents to make meetings with key subject area day.

or classroom teachers where needed and these can be

The Seesaw app is available for download on iOS and

arranged by calling the College or by emailing the staff

members directly.

Android devices or on the web at app.seesaw.me.

4 Download on the
' App Store

GETITON
h Google Play
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Daymap

Daymap is our college’s online learning and student
management system. It plays a key role in supporting

teaching and learning at our school.

In the secondary school, students use Daymap on their
personal devices to access class materials, submit tasks,
and receive feedback from their teachers on a daily

basis.

As a parent or caregiver, you will receive access to the
Daymap Parent Portal. Through the portal, you can view

your child’s attendance, academic progress, and reports.

If you need support in gaining access to our parent

portal, please contact our ICT team at:

dl.0907.ictadmin@schools.sa.edu.au

Website

Our website has a number of key documents to support

families understand our College and our Student

Experience: https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/

Social Media

We encourage our families to “Like” or “Follow” our
Social Media page on Facebook and Instagram. Our
Social media captures snapshots of activities, learning

and events around the College.

https://www.facebook.com/
Plymptoninternationalcollege

https://www.instagram.com/
plymptoninternationalcollege/
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Publications

Plympton International College is proud to produce

an annual Yearbook, this is available by pre—order

only and captures highlights of the school year from
Reception to Year 12. Each week includes a bulletin and
Each fortnight, we also publish a College Newsletter to
support families in seeing learning within our College
and other relevant information, the newsletter is
distributed via EdSmart to our Families and is available

on our website.

EdSmart

At Plympton International College, we are committed to
keeping families informed and connected, which is why
we use EdSmart as our main communication platform.
EdSmart is a secure, paperless system that delivers

important school information such as:
e Excursion consent forms

e Medical details

e Eventinvitations

e Payment requests

For activities that require payment, EdSmart forms
include a secure payment section where you can pay
online, with receipts sent to your email. If you prefer
alternative payment methods, instructions will be

provided within the form.

If you ever need assistance accessing a form, please

contact us on (08) 8297 0488 or via email at
dl.0907.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Our Houses

Plympton International College has 4 houses that students are split within. These Houses have a long

history dating back to the opening of Plympton High School in 1961.

Birkalla is named after the former Birkalla Polo Grounds,
)L o ( located on the land where Plympton High School (now
Plympton International College) was established in 1960. The
grounds were home to the Adelaide Polo Club for over sixty

years. The name Birkalla also appears locally as Birkalla
Terrace.

Morphett House is named after the Morphett family, early
European settlers who played a significant role in the
development of South Australia. The name is also reflected
in local landmarks such as Morphett Road and the suburb of
Morphettville, highlighting the family’s historical connection
to the area.

BRIXTON
Brixton House is linked to the British heritage of early settlers
in the area. Brixton is a well-known district in London, and the
name was chosen to reflect the English roots of Plympton'’s
early European population, in keeping with the tradition of
naming local suburbs after places in England.

CAMDEN
Camden is named in part after the nearby Camden Primary
School, which amalgamated with Plympton Primary in the
creation of Plympton International College. Historically,
‘Camden'’ is also a suburb in London, derived from the Celtic
word camdin, meaning “crooked hill,” or the French campus,
meaning “plain.”
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Stationary Lists

Our full stationary Lists for Year 7 to Year 12 are
available though our College website. As students
move into Secondary School, families are asked to

supply all personal books and stationery.

Please view stationery lists for your child’s year level

through our website:
https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/resources
uniform-stationery/

Payments

Families can make payments using the following

options:

Qkr! App

Qkr!'Is an app, Plympton Interntaional College families

can access to order and pay for items such as Lunch

orders and formals or dinners.

BPoint
To enable payment plans, we utilise BPoint, these
payments can be made weekly or fortnightly as

discussed with our Finance team.

EdSmart
For extracurricular activities (such as camps,
excursions) payments and consent is made through

EdSmart. This is distributed to families by email.

Further instructions for installing and using the Qkr!
App are available on the Plympton International
College website:

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/wp-content

uploads/2022/09/Qkr_howto_noncanteen.pdf

School Card

If you are a low-income earner, you may be eligible for
School Card to assist with school fees.

e Must be applied for annually

e Apply early in the year to avoid delays

For all payments, you will need your Debtor ID (found

on your invoice). If you have questions, please contact

the college finance team on (08) 8297 0488.

by
MasterCard

BPOINT
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HP Laptop Program

Digital technologies and digital literacy are essential
parts of learning in today’s world.To support their
learning, students in Years 7-12 are expected to bring
a HP laptop to school, purchased only through our HP

Laptop Program. No other devices are supported.

For information on how to order your child’s laptop
through our HP Laptop Program and for 3 different
choices in models, with varied price points, please
visit the Information Technology page on the
College’s website: https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/
resources/information-technology/

We recommend placing your order before the school
year begins to ensure your child is ready to use their

laptop from the first day of school.

Outside School Hours Care
(OSHC)

At Plympton International College, Camp Australia,
Your OSHC offers a unique and tailored program
aligned with the educational values and ethos of our
school. Designed to support the individual needs

of each child, the service provides a fun, social, and

supportive environment where children thrive.
The OSHC program includes:

e Before School Care

e After School Care

e Vacation Care

Conveniently located in the College resource Centre,
the service acts as an extension of the school
community. For more information, please view the

Camp Australia website:

https://campaustralia.com.au/
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Pick up and Drop off Staff supervision commences at 8:20am and students
are asked to not be on site before this time.

Errington Street Carpark, is reserved for visitors to the

school and drop off and pick up of OSHC students We ask that parents and caregivers observe the

before and after school only. We kindly ask, that painted yellow lines around the Myer Street carpark

parents do not park within these spaces entrance as these indicates spaces that are unable to

be parked within.

Myer Street carpark contains our Kiss and Drop for
A video on accessing our Kiss and Drop is available

through this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=eliiW26r0Yw

students. This is open mornings and afternoons.
Gates open from 8:20am until 9:00am, 2:45pm until
3:30pm. On Wednesday the gates are open 2:15pm
until 2:30pm.

Pedestrian gates located around the school are

accessible from 8:20am daily.

Errington Street
Playground

Wells Reserve 25
- Plympton .
Myer @9Intt‘rn;ntionul Errington St
Avenue College
Reserve ;:93 @ Shokumn
Kiss and Drop entrance Errington Special

Education Centre

<
<
@
2

10 S9lj&Y
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Daily Structure

At Plympton International College, our school day begins at 8:40am and finishes at 3:05pm, with a slightly earlier
finish of 2:30pm on Wednesdays.

The day is structured into several learning sessions, with scheduled break and lunch times to relax and recharge.

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri |Wednesday

Home Group 8:40-8:50 8:40-8:50
Lesson1 8:50-9:40 8:50-9:40
Lesson 2 9:40-10:35 9:40-10:35
Lesson 3 10:55-11:45 10:55-11:45
Lesson 4 11:45-12:40 11:45-12:40
Lesson5 1:20-2:15 1:20-2:30
Lesson 6 2:15-3:05
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Plympton International College Uniform

The Plympton International College uniform is a vital component of our culture, values and school safety program. It

has been developed collaboratively with students, staff and the school community, and approved by Governing Council.

All uniform items are only to be purchased through Marino Uniforms. The Uniform shop is located 861 South Road,

Clarence Gardens SA 5039. Purchases of uniform can also be made through the Qkr! App.

Shop Opening Hours and Contact

Shop Opening Hours

9:00am - 5:00 pm

Phone

(08) 8293 3837

Plympton International College holds a very high
standard regarding uniform. Students out of uniform
will be asked to change. Hair colours are to be of
natural colours only and piercing are to be only studs or
sleepers, fake nails and non-neutral coloured nail polish

are not permitted as outlined in our Uniform policy.

Hats are required for years Reception through to year 6
and are available for purchase at the uniform shop, hats

are optional for years 7-12.

The chewing of gum is banned at Plympton

International College.

More information regarding uniform, our handbook can

be found on our College website:

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2022/12/Plympton-College-Uniform-
Handbook-02.pdf

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2024/02/Uniform-Policy.pdf
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Uniform Expectations and Personal Presentation

Wearing of Sports
Uniforms for PE Lessons

e R—6 students wear
their normal school
uniform for PE; 7-12
students must change
into PE uniform at school
and change out after
class.

e Full and correct
PE/sports uniform must
be worn neatly and only
during lessons or official
sports events.

e Sports shoes must
provide proper support
and be changed after
PE, approved hats must
be worn in summer.

Jewellery

e Only small,
unobtrusive earrings
(gold, silver, or pearl
studs/sleepers) are
allowed; other
piercings must be
removed or have
transparent keepers.

« Noticeable
makeup, fake nails,
and false eyelashes
are not allowed;
neutral nail polish
only.

» Watches with
mobile capabilities
must follow the
Mobile Phone Policy.

Hair

e Long hair must be
tied back during
practical lessons;
extreme styles and
unnatural colours are
not permitted.

o Natural-colour hair
dye is acceptable;
hair accessories must
be in school colours
(navy, white, yellow).

 Hair should be kept
neat and unobtrusive,
avoiding distracting
or extreme
appearances.

Sun Safety

e In summer, hats are
compulsory for R—6
students during PE and
outdoor activities.

e For Years 7-12, hats
are strongly
recommended but not
compulsory during PE
and outdoors.

Shoes

e Shoes are to be all
black (inclusive of
sole) leather lace
ups.
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Canteen

Plympton International College is proud to offer a
fresh, nutritious, and student-friendly canteen service
operated by Rory’s Group. The canteen is open every
school day and provides a wide range of affordable,

healthy food and drink options.

Families are encouraged to pre-order lunch through

the QKR app by 8:00am each morning.

View the full menu through the link or via the QR code

below:

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/wp-content

uploads/2024/09/Rorys-2024-Canteen-Menu.pdf

For any canteen-related questions or support, please
contact Rory’s Parent Help Line on (08) 7084 1801.

EFTPOS facilities are available in the canteen.

Students are not permitted to use their mobile

phones or other digital devices to pay.
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Absences and Lateness

If your child is absent from school, parent are caregivers are required to notify the school. When reporting absence,

please ensure you include the following information:

e Child’s name (First and Surname)

Reason for absence (Family, Sickness, etc.)

Your name (First and Surname)

Relationship to child (Parent or Caregiver)

Child’s Class or Home Group

Option1
Call and Leave a
Voicemaiil

Option 2
Email the school

Option 3
Text the school

Option 4
Daymap message

Phone (08) 8297
0488, press option
1 for absenteeism
line

Send an email to
dl.0907.info@scho
ols.sa.edu.au

Text the school on
8297 0488

Send a Daymap
message to the

classroom or
home group
teacher

If a student arrives late or leaves early during the
school day, they must sign out through the Front
Office or through Student Services. Parent/ Caregiver

permission must be given to enable this to happen.

In some circumstances, parents and caregivers may
apply for an exemption, for activities such as holidays,
medical conditions or extended illness or recovery.
These exemptions may only be approved by the
Principal and paperwork is available through the Front

Office to apply.

Absences greater than 3 days require a medical

certificate.
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STUDENT WELLBEING

Wellbeing Supports

Wellbeing is crucial for student development at
Plympton International College, supporting a positive
learning environment and enhancing academic, social,
and emotional growth. In the early years, it fosters
security and belonging, essential for cognitive and
emotional development. In secondary school, wellbeing
helps manage academic pressures, social relationships,
and future planning. It reduces stress and anxiety,
improves concentration, and encourages positive

behaviours, reducing issues like bullying.

Plympton International College utilises a wraparound

approach to student wellbeing.

Wellbeing curriculum

Students are explicitly taught skills, knowledge and
strategies relating to healthy relationships and personal
development as part of the Keys for Success curriculum

on a Wednesday afternoon.

Implementation of the Berry Street
Education Model (BSEM)

Phasing in from 2025, staff have been undergoing
training in applying the Berry Street Education Model

across all curriculum areas and year levels.

Mental Health in Primary Schools
Project

In the Primary Years, Plympton International College
has joined up with the Department for Education and
Be You to develop new initiatives in Wellbeing for our

primary school students.

Extra-curricular activities

As a College, we provide a range of extracurricular
activities to increase student agency and sense of
community. These activities include sporting carnivals
and competitions, lunchtime clubs and service-learning

activities.

Wellbeing Ambassadors

One of the student leadership opportunities is to be a
Wellbeing Ambassador, these selected students act as
peer educators who support students to access help,
and they work together to promote themed days such
as RUOK? Day.

We also recognise that students may need more

individualised and targeted supports. This may include:

Wellbeing check-ins and support

Students in need of additional wellbeing support can
access our primary and secondary wellbeing leaders

who can connect them to appropriate support services.

Mental health wellbeing
practitioner

Students can access our onsite Mental Health
wellbeing practitioner at the college in a convenient and
confidential manner. Through our wellbeing leaders

a referral can be made. Parents can also access this

service.

Inclusive Education Support

Our inclusive education team provides support to
students with diagnosed learning difficulties or

disabilities.
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Aboriginal Education Team

Students who are of Aboriginal or Torres Strait islander
background can access our Aboriginal education
team who can provide support with learning and

engagement.

Breakfast Club

Students can access free breakfast on site every

Monday and Second Thursday.

In-School Psychology

All students with a Mental Health Care Plan can be
referred to our In-School Psychologist who is on site

every fortnight.

Streetlink

Secondary students can access a counsellor from United

Communities once a week.

Tailored Learning

Tailored learning supports young people who have
disengaged with school. Students may be identified
as eligible for the Tailored Learning program which
provides a range of additional options to support the

students’ engagement with their learning.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
AND OPPORTUNITIES

Lunchtime clubs

At Plympton International College, we offer a diverse range of clubs to enrich our students’ learning experiences and
personal growth. These clubs provide opportunities for students to explore their interests, develop new skills, and
build friendships. Across the week there are a number of clubs that run, students can opt into these clubs through a

structured sign-up process. Our club offerings change from term to term and year to year. Clubs are run by a range of

volunteers, student leaders and staff.

Previous offerings have included
e Comic Reading Club

e Podcast Club

e The Coffee Brew Crew

e Crochet/Knitting Club

e Speed Cubers’ Club

e Year 11 and 12 Study/Homework Club
e Art Club

e Language Exchange Club

e The Mosaic Club

e Cool Science Experiments Club

e STEMIE Club

e RoboCup Junior

e Board Games/Cards Club

e Walk and Talk Club

e 3-D Printing Club

e Rainbow Crew
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Service Learning

At Plympton International College, we believe in

nurturing well-rounded individuals who are not only

academically proficient but also socially responsible

through service learning. Service learning is an

educational approach that combines learning objectives

with community service. It provides students with

real-world experiences that enhance their academic

knowledge, personal growth, and civic responsibility. It

helps students:

e Develop empathy and intercultural understanding.

e Enhance critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

e Build leadership and teamwork abilities.

e Connect with their community and understand
diverse perspectives.

e Demonstrate student agency and well-being by

facing real-life challenges.

Service Learning Initiatives

Our students participate in a variety of service initiatives
across different year levels, including:

e Interacting with Residents at Nursing Homes.

e Volunteering at Op-Shops.

e Supporting School Events.

Entrepreneurial Projects.

Community Engagement Projects.

Collaborative

Reading Sessions.
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Sports

College Sport Offerings

At our college, sport is a vital part of student life,
promoting teamwork, resilience, school spirit, and a
healthy lifestyle. We are proud to offer a broad range

of sporting opportunities for students of all year levels,
supported by a vibrant and inclusive sporting culture.
Students are encouraged to participate in a wide variety
of sports and physical activities through School Sport
SA competitions, weekly after-school sports, special
events and day carnivals. Some of the sports on offer
include Soccer, Netball, AFL, Tennis, Basketball, Surfing,
Track & Field Athletics, Ultimate Frisbee, Volleyball,
Mountain Biking and Dragon Boat Racing, along

with many other seasonal and one-off opportunities
throughout the year.

Two of the most significant reception to year 12

events on our sporting calendar are Sports Day and

the Swimming Carnival, where students compete with
pride and passion to earn points for their House. Our

four College Houses—Brixton, Camden, Morphett, and

—_—

E————

Birkalla—provide a strong foundation for fostering team
spirit and healthy competition.

We are also excited to offer students access to the
College Fitness Centre, a state-of-the-art facility
designed to support strength, conditioning, and general
wellbeing. This space is used during secondary HPE
lessons, co-curricular activities, and various training
sessions across the school year.

In addition to college-organised programs, we provide a
range of after-school sporting opportunities, which rely
on the generous support and involvement of College
families. We invite and encourage parents to support
these teams, particularly in the role of team coaches

or assistants, to help build a strong, community-based
sports program.

For more information about sports at the College,
including details of programs, expectations, and
upcoming events, please refer to the Sports

Handbook available on the College website,

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/wp-content

uploads/2024/11/PIC-Sports-Handbook.pdf

AT
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Music
Instrumental Music Program

Music lessons are offered through the Instrumental Music Program. This program is Government funded and lessons

are free, however hiring of instruments will incur a cost.

Strings Year 3 onwards
Guitar Year 5 onwards
Brass Year 5 onwards
Percussion Year 5 onwards
Woodwind Year 5 onwards
Voice Year 7 onwards

Private lessons are also available in Guzheng, volin and Piano and these will incur a cost.

Other opportunities include:
e Percussion ensemble
e Vocal Group

e Bilingual Choir

Junior Primary Choir

Festival of Music Choir

Bi-annual School Musical

For more information, contact the Arts Leader at the College by calling the College on (08) 8297 0488.
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COLLEGE AWARDS

Acknowledgment of Student Achievement

At the end of each term, students who either demonstrate outstanding academic achievement or consistent high

level attention to learning and exceptional demonstration of College values are invited to a Celebration morning tea.

Students are chosen by teacher nomination or based on end of Semester grades.

At the end of the school year there are a number of awards that are given to students in years 6, 9 and 12. They are

outlined below:

Lions Club of
Edwardstown David
Martin Memorial
Leadership
Encouragement Award

This award celebrates a student who has demonstrated exceptional leadership qualities and is able to
work with others. They use their initiative to problem solve, be innovative and be a leader within a
group. This student has shown to be a role model for other students to look up to and emulate their
behaviour and deeds. They have been an advocate for students within school.
The award criterion includes

e leadership

e Initiative

e  Potential Leadership

e  Acceptability

Badcoe Leadership Award

The Badcoe Leadership Award shows a dedication to their school community and plays an important
part in the school’s endeavours to connect with the wider community. That student must show
potential to become a leader in their own community and participates regularly in events to further
their community’s interest; and takes a keen interest in issues of social justice and displays the traits of
an outstanding community member
This award acknowledges a student who has

e greatleadership

e good communication and negotiation skills and

e can work collaboratively in a team.

ADF Long Tan Leadership
and Teamwork Award

The battle of Long Tan holds special place in the hearts and minds of Australians. It recognises one of
the defining moments in Australian military history. The Long Tan Award recognises a student who
demonstrates leadership and teamwork within both the school and the broader community, and who
display strong values, such as doing one’s best, respect for others and “mateship” - values considered
integral to both the Australian Defence Force and Australian society.

ADF Future Innovators
Award

The Australian Defence Force recognises the unique place that Science Technology, Engineering and
Maths has in our modern society and from the future of defence. This award recognises a student who
has demonstrates innovation in the learning area of STEM and careers in this industry.

Hindmarsh Shield

The Hindmarsh Shield Award is awarded to a student who has an outstanding attitude and dedication
to the school community. They exemplify:

e high standards attitudes and achievement

e good participation in college events

e full commitment to the ethos of the school

e awareness of others and their needs

e  positive contribution to the school or local community.

Ampol Best All Rounder
Medal

The Ampol Best All Rounder Award is one of Australia’s most respected and prestigious secondary
education recognition award. It has been presented to thousands of final-year students,
acknowledging their all-round contributions to their schools and communities.

The Ampol Best All Rounder is awarded to a student who has demonstrated throughout their years of
secondary schooling an excellence in the categories including:

. Academic

. Attitude
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. Personal conduct

. Leadership
. Service
. Sport

Morphett Citizenship
Award

The Morphett Citizenship award is awarded to a student in the Morphett electorate who is a fine young
citizen demonstrating the traits of good citizenship is a role model for their peers and is somebody who
demonstrates a sense of service that puts one’s peers, one’s community and one’s global community
above one’s own self-interest.

Western Futures VET
Student of the Year

The Western Futures Vocational Education Training Award recognises an outstanding achievement by
a vocational student in a course of study leading to a nationally recognised qualification. The student
must be an effective team player, provide leadership and promotion in their area of which they have
studied. The student must be an effective ambassador for the industry they are representing and their
community.

Bilingual Language and
Culture

The Plympton International College Bilingual Award recognises a student for excellence and
commitment in striving for high Chinese and English bilingual proficiency, while developing
intercultural understanding and capacities as a global citizen.

Plympton International
College Sports Award

Plympton International College School Sports Award recognises outstanding sporting achievements of
a students within school and also in the community. The nominees demonstrate sportsmanship
through their values, respect and integrity. The students possess:

e A positive attitude

e  Strive to be a good role model for peers and community

e Demonstrate cooperation and respect in dealing with coaches and teammates

e Commitment to team performance over individual success.

Plympton International
College Art Award

Plympton International College School Arts Award recognises outstanding achievements of a students
within school and also in the community within the area of Arts. The students possess:

e A positive attitude

e  Strive to be a good role model for peers and community

e Active promotion and inclusion of the Arts

Muriel Matters

This award recognises a student who has shown significant self-initiative in promoting democratic
discussion and activity in the community. The awardee is a student who exhibits in their actions a
degree of selflessness and personal challenge.

The Rotary Service to the
Community Award

The Rotary Service to the Community Award recognises what it takes to be a good citizen in today’s
society. It is for students who display positive leadership, co-operation, caring for others, reliability and
trust. These qualities also reflect the work and ideals of Rotary. The students should be role models to
peers and participate in community service activities; all of which establish a solid platform for good
citizenship.

Governing Council Award

Plympton International College Governing Council Award honours a student for exemplifying the
college values of “Excellence, Responsibility, Respect and Innovation” through their contributions
towards college spirit and wellbeing.

X
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

At Plympton International College, student leadership is an integral part of the school’s culture, offering meaningful

opportunities for students from Reception to Year 12 to develop their voice, confidence, and influence. The Student

Representative Council (SRC) serves as a central platform for student voice, with representatives elected from each

year level to meet regularly, run class meetings, and support school-wide events and initiatives. Students involved

in the SRC have the opportunity to lead projects, present at assemblies, and bring forward student concerns to the

Governing Council, building a strong sense of agency and responsibility. Additional Student Leadership Opportunities

include:

Primary and Secondary SRC

Student leaders work closely with staff to run
SRC meetings, represent student voice to the
Governing Council and Principal, and support
school-wide initiatives such as assemblies and
events. They also engage in leadership
development, plan small projects with sub-
school leaders, and take on additional
responsibilities

College Prefects (Year 6,9 and 12)

At Plympton International College, prefects are
student leaders who represent the voice of the
student body and act as positive role models
within the school community. Their role includes
supporting whole-school events, helping to lead
assembilies, participating in decision-making with
staff and leadership, and fostering a safe, inclusive
environment.

House Sports Captains

Wellbeing Ambassadors

Wellbeing Ambassadors promote positive mental health
across the College by helping to educate students on
strategies for wellbeing and where to access support.
They play a key role in raising awareness of available
resources and encouraging help-seeking behaviours.

Cultural Leaders (First Nations, Bilingual and
Intercultural Leaders)

Student cultural leaders play a key role in promoting
inclusivity, cultural awareness, and community
connection at Plympton International College. They
support First Nations and bilingual students, help plan
and lead cultural events like Reconciliation Week, Lunar
New Year, and Harmony Day, and actively contribute to
creating a culturally safe and welcoming environment.
Their responsibilities include public speaking,
mentoring, and working with staff to foster positive
cultural representation across the school.

House Sports Leaders, support students in events such as Swimming Carnival and Sports Day. They

help to run lunchtime sporting activities and promote positive sportsmanship and house culture.

Curriculum Agency Leaders

Curriculum Agency Leaders, lead student engagement activities, including competitions throughout

the school year, working with curriculum leaders. They also meet with curriculum leaders to discuss

curriculum and student engagement.
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TEACHING AND LEARNING

Learning Culture and Pedagogical
Approach

At Plympton International College, we are committed

to fostering a vibrant learning culture that supports
every student through high expectations and targeted
support. Our learning goals focus on empowering
students to communicate effectively about their learning
experiences and take responsibility for their learning.
We support students to persist through challenges,

viewing them as opportunities to develop resilience.

We emphasise student agency by engaging learners in
real-life, challenging tasks. Students are taught explicit

skills and concepts and are supported to demonstrate

their learning in diverse ways that build upon their

strengths and interests.

A strong emphasis on literacy and numeracy is central
to our approach. Regular assessments and diagnostic
tests are administered to monitor student progress
and inform next steps in learning. This continuous
assessment allows teachers to tailor support to meet

individual needs and learning goals.

Lessons follow an instructional model where clear
learning intentions are communicated, and students
understand the criteria for success. Reflection is a focus
towards the end of each lesson. During the reflection
stage, students consider their learning and the extent to

which they have demonstrated their learning goals.
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Feedback is an integral part of our assessment process,
with teachers providing timely and regular feedback
through Daymap for students and families. This ongoing
feedback supports continuous improvement and

engagement.

Across Reception to Year 12, students have access to

a wide range of physical and digital learning tools that
enhance conceptual understanding and problem-solving
skills. In the early years, we focus on purposeful play

and intentional teaching, recognising its importance in
developing foundational skills and fostering a love for
learning. Our learning environments are purposefully
designed to support collaboration, with spaces that
encourage interaction, teamwork, and team teaching. This
collaborative approach enriches the learning experience

by incorporating diverse perspectives and expertise.

Curriculum Frameworks

Learning and teaching at Plympton International College
is evidence based, student centred, inclusive and complies
with the Australian Curriculum, the South Australian
Certificate of Education (SACE), and the Child Protection

Curriculum.

Further information regarding the Curriculum can be

found through the following links:

e Australian Curriculum :
www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

e SACE : www.sace.sa.edu.au/

e Child Protection Curriculum: https://kscpc.sa.edu.au/

VET Health

Students have the opportunity to complete Certificate Ill
in Individual Support. This is based on site and provides a
pathway into Aged Care or guaranteed entry into Nursing
at Flinders University. For more information, please view

our website:

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/learning/vet-courses

For more information about curriculum offerings, please

view our Curriculum handbook on our website:

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/wp-content

uploads/2022/09/Plympton-Curriculum-Guide-16.pdf
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STUDENT CONDUCT

Home Study

Home Study is available for year 12 students only.
It aligns to when students have study periods at the

beginning or end of the school day.

Students can apply to transfer their school-based
supervised study to home study with parent and Head

of School approval.

Positive Behaviour Approaches
Restorative practices

Staff support student behavioural choices through
restorative conversations and practices. Restorative
practices emphasize the importance of relationships
among individuals and communities. They focus

on creating connections that enhance trust and
understanding, which are crucial for effective
communication and collaboration. By prioritizing
relationships, restorative practices help to build a
sense of belonging and community, which can lead to

improved outcomes for individuals and groups.

Berry Street

Staff have undertaken training in being trauma informed
and using the Berry Street Positive Behaviour Education
Model. Students engage in structured Circles to develop

positive teacher-student and peer relationships.

Responding to inappropriate
behaviours

Plympton international College implements their
behaviour management policy aligned to Department
for Education expectations to ensure effective,
consistent and fair behaviour support for children and

young people. The aim of this is to:

e Help children and young people to be safely
included and participate in learning in a positive

way that respects other students and staff

e Develop the personal and social capability of
children and young people to understand and
exercise their rights and responsibilities so that they
can fully contribute in their learning environments,

and to their wider community.

Our full Student Management Policy can be accessed

through the following link: https://plymptoncollege.
sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Student-
Management-Policy-PIC_.pdf
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Mobile Phone Policy

At Plympton International College, our mobile phone and
personal device policy is designed to support student
wellbeing and ensure a focused learning environment. In
line with Department for Education guidelines, students
must keep mobile phones in lockers or at home during the

school day.
For more information please refer to our College website:

https://plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au/wp-content

uploads/2022/11/001_Information_Technology_Policy
User_Argreements_Form_NOVEMBER_2022.pdf

Absence/ Lateness

Department for Education attendance expectation is

for all students to have a 95% attendance for the year,
regular attendance ensures students don’t miss essential
learning and helps foster a strong connection to school —

boosting both their academic success and wellbeing.

We understand that illness or unforeseen matters can
arise that cause students to be absent from school. When
your child is absent or late, let us know by 9:30 AM on the
same day. Call our absentee line at (08) 8297 0488 or

send a message through Daymap.

Uniform Expectations

Plympton International College holds uniform to the
highest standard. All students are expected to be in full
college uniform each day. This includes all black leather
lace up shoes. For more information, please refer to

the College website: Uniform & Stationery - Plympton

International College
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For more information please contact us on
Phone (08) 8297 0488

Email : dl.0907.info@schools.sa.edu.au

visit our website via the QR code
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