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Chinese Bilingual School
Plympton International College was successfully 
chosen to become the first South Australian 
Chinese Bilingual College. Evidence shows bilingual 
students have a competitive edge when leaving 
school, together with a deep cultural and global 
understanding. Our Chinese (Mandarin) Bilingual 
program equips students with transferrable skills to 
successfully interact and engage in a competitive 
globalized world. Most bilingual students can be 
expected to reach higher levels of second language 
proficiency than students in other school-based 
language programs.

Subject Selection
The subject selection process occurs during Term 3. 
Students and families will have access to this guide 
via the school website and subject teachers will talk 
with students about the subjects that are available 
and will answer questions that arise. Students will 
work with home group teachers in Pastoral Care to 
undertake subject selection as part of the Career 
Strategy program. Students will be able to select 
subjects online via Web Preference on the school 
website.

We encourage parents/carers to contact the college 
for information and assistance throughout the 
process. Every effort will be made to meet student 
choices; this is always dependent on the choices 
and the availability of teachers. We are an active 
member of the Western Adelaide Secondary Schools 
Network which provides our students with increased 
opportunities, as valuable partnerships exist between 
member schools to ensure viable classes and expand 
learning options.

To have a challenging, achievable and enjoyable 
course of study over the coming year is vital for 
student engagement and to encourage students to 
strive for excellence in their learning.

For further information about our school 
curriculum offerings please visit our website at:  
www.plymptoncollege.sa.edu.au or contact 
the school on 8297 0488.

We look forward to working with you and your family 
during the subject selection process.

Amy Whyte
Principal 
Plympton International College

Welcome
This curriculum guide is designed to give important 
information to students and their families about 
the curriculum opportunities available at Plympton 
International College. This allows families of children 
in the middle years to take an informed, longer-term 
view in planning educational pathways into the 
senior years and beyond. Students and their 
families in the senior years are encouraged to use 
this information and subject selection processes 
to make informed decisions about courses linked 
to post school pathways. Each year level is colour 
coded for ease of use.

Reception – Year 6 (Primary Schooling)
Education in our primary school is focused on the 
development of the ‘whole child’ through our careful 
attention to the academic and social learning needs 
of each individual. Our staff work collaboratively to 
ensure our high- quality learning programs engage all 
students. A strong partnership with families is valued 
as an essential part of the growth process for our 
young learners. Being an R-12 College, our students 
have access to a range of specialist facilities that 
enrich and deepen their learning.

Years 7 – 9 (Middle Schooling)
Students from year 7 transition successfully into 
the middle school. Our middle school program and 
structure are designed to specifically engage and 
guide our young adolescents through the important 
transition from primary to secondary schooling. 
Through the Australian Curriculum, we design the 
learning experience to be relevant, rigorous and 
reflective of individual needs and interests.

Years 10 – 12 (Senior Schooling)
Our senior school students, years 10-12, are 
emerging young adults, each with personalised 
learning requirements and aspirations. We offer 
a comprehensive and broad range of Australian 
Curriculum, SACE and Vocational subjects to 
ensure all students are able to engage in meaningful, 
rigorous and relevant learning to support their 
future pathways.
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Year 7

Semester 1 English HASS Chinese Maths Science HPE Arts

Semester 2 English HASS Chinese Maths Science HPE Tech

Year 8

Semester 1 English HASS Chinese Maths Science HPE Arts

Semester 2 English HASS Chinese Maths Science HPE Tech

Year 9

Semester 1 English HASS Chinese Maths Science HPE Arts

Semester 2 English HASS Chinese Maths Science Elective Tech

•	 HPE for whole year

•	 Arts – 1 semester

•	 Technology – 1 semester

•	 HPE for whole year 

•	 Two electives – one Arts/one Tech

•	 Arts (1 semester from Visual Arts or Drama or Music) 

•	 Tech (1 semester from Design Tech/Materials or Food Tech or Digital Tech) 

•	 HPE 1 semester

•	 1 Arts Semester Elective

•	 1 Tech Semester Elective

•	 1 other (either Arts/Tech/HPE) 
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Curriculum Patterns

Year 10

Semester 1 English Maths Science History

Chinese Bilingual Pathway
OR

Chinese Beginners Pathway 
OR

Chinese Language and Culture

H&PE or
Health & 

Recreation
Elective

Semester 2 English Maths Science

Exploring 
Identities 

and 
Futures

Chinese Bilingual Pathway
OR

Stage 1 Chinese Background
OR

Stage 1 Continuers 
(Acceleration)

Elective Elective

•	 English/Maths/Science/Chinese (Bilingual Pathway) for whole year

•	 History/Chinese Beginners Pathway/Chinese Language & Culture/EIF/HPE 
all compulsory semester for 1 semester 

•	 4 x electives 
 

Stage 1 

•	 AIF (Research Project) in Semester 1 

•	 English full year 

•	 Maths full year  

•	 10 other subjects to complete full time allocated timetable (14 x 1 sem subjects) 
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Cross Disciplinary

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Exploring Identities 
and Futures (EIF) 

1 Semester

Activating 
Identities and 
Futures (AIF)

Industry Immersion 
and Awareness 

(Health)

Workplace 
Practices A and/or 

B 10 Credits

Workplace 
Practices 

20 Credits

 Social Enterprise in 
Action: Brew Crew

1 Semester

The Arts

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Arts 
1 Semester

Visual Art 
1 Semester

Visual Art 
1 Semester

Visual Art 
1 Semester

Visual Art A & B  
10 Credits each

Visual Art –  
Art / Design 
20 Credits

Media Arts 
1 Semester

Media Arts – Digital 
Photography A & B

10 credits each

Creative Art –  
Digital Photography 

10 Credits

Creative Art –  
Digital Photography 

20 Credits

Drama 
1 Semester

Drama 
1 Semester

Drama A & B 
1 Semester each

Drama A & B 
10 Credits each

Drama 
20 Credits

Music A & B 
Full Year

Music A & B 
Full Year

Music A & B 
Full Year

Music Experience 
A & B 

10 Credits each

Music Performance 
– Ensemble
10 Credits

Music Performance 
– Solo

10 Credits

Music Explorations 
20 Credits
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Subject Patterns

English

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

English
2 Semesters

English
2 Semesters

English
2 Semesters

English
2 Semesters

English
20 Credits

English
20 Credits

Essential English 
20 Credits

Essential English 
20 Credits

Health and Physical Education (H&PE)

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Health & PE 
1 Semester

Health & PE 
1 Semester

Health & PE 
1 Semester

Health & PE 1 Semester 
or Health & Rec 

1 Semester

Physical Education 
A & B

10 Credits each

Sport Education 
(Integrated Learning)  

20 Credits

Health & PE 
1 Semester

Health & PE 
1 Semester

Physical 
Education 
1 Semester

Physical Education 
1 Semester

Health & Wellbeing 
10 Credits

Physical Education 
20 Credits

Outdoor Education 
1 Semester

Outdoor Education
1 semester 

AFL Multicultural 
Power Cup (Integrated 

Learning)

Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

HASS
2 Semesters

HASS
2 Semesters

HASS
2 Semesters

History
1 Semester

Modern History
10 Credits

Modern History
20 Credits

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway (HASS) 

2 Semesters

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway (HASS)

2 Semesters

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway (HASS)

2 Semesters

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway (History) 

1 Semester

Citizenship and 
Democracy

Ancient Studies 
10 Credits

Ancient Studies
20 Credits

Civics and Business 
in Action

1 Semester

Legal Studies 
10 Credits

Legal Studies 
20 Credits

Business Innovation 
10 Credits

Business Innovation 
20 Credits
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Languages (Chinese)

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway

2 Semesters

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway

2 Semesters

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway

2 Semesters

Chinese Bilingual 
Pathway

or

Stage 1 Chinese 
Continuers A & B 
10 Credits each 
(Acceleration)

or

Stage 1 Chinese 
Background A & B 
10 Credits each 
(Acceleration)

2 Semesters

Stage 1 Chinese 
Continuers A & B 
10 Credits each

or

Stage 2 Chinese 
Continuers A & B 

20 Credits 
(Acceleration)

2 Semesters

Stage 2 Chinese 
Continuers 

A&B 20 Credits

2 Semesters

Chinese 
Beginners 
Pathway

2 Semesters

Chinese 
Beginners 
Pathway

2 Semesters

Chinese 
Beginners 
Pathway

2 Semesters

Chinese Beginners 
Pathway

or  

Chinese Language 
& Culture

1 Semester

Stage 1 Chinese 
Background A & B 
10 Credits each

or

Stage 2 Chinese 
Background A & B 

20 Credits  
(Acceleration)

2 Semesters

Stage 2 Chinese 
Background 

A & B 20 Credits

2 Semesters

Mathematics

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Mathematics 
2 Semesters

Mathematics 
2 Semesters

Mathematics 
2 Semesters

Mathematics 
2 Semesters

Essential 
Mathematics A & B 

10 Credits each

Essential 
Mathematics 

20 Credits

General 
Mathematics A 

&/or B 10 Credits 
each

General 
Mathematics 

20 Credits

Mathematics 
A, B, C & D 

10 Credits each

Mathematical 
Methods 

20 Credits

Specialist 
Mathematics 

20 Credits
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Subject Patterns

Sciences

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Science
2 Semesters

Science
2 Semesters

Science
2 Semesters

Science
2 Semesters

Biology A & B
10 Credits each

Biology 
20 Credits

Chemistry A & B
10 Credits each

Chemistry 
20 Credits

Physics A & B
10 Credits each

Physics
20 Credits

Psychology A 
10 Credits

Psychology 
20 Credits

Nutrition A
10 Credits

Nutrition 
20 Credits

Technology

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Technologies
1 Term

Technologies
1 Semester

Coding, Computers 
& Electronics
1 Semester

Robotics, Systems 
& Control

1 Semester

Robotics, Systems 
& Control
10 Credits

Technology  
1 Semester

Sustainable 
Technologies
H2 Grand Prix

1 Semester

Gaming & 
Animation
10 Credits

Gaming & 
Animation
20 Credits

Timber 
Construction
1 Semester

Timber 
Construction

10 Credits

Timber 
Construction

20 Credits

Food Technology 
1 Term

Food Technology 
1 Semester

Food Technology 
1 Semester

Food Technology 
1 Semester

Food & Hospitality 
A & B  

10 Credits each

Food & Hospitality 
20 Credits
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QUICK LINKS

WELCOME

SUBJECT PATTERNS

MIDDLE YEARS CURRICULUM

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE 
OF EDUCATION (SACE)

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TRAINING (VET)
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Our middle years approach to students in Year 7, 8 
and 9 is aimed at best meeting the learning needs 
of young adolescents and to provide a foundation 
for future studies. Students focus on developing key 
skills across the middle years needed for successful 
transition into the senior years. Students study a 
wide ranging curriculum aligned with the Australian 
Curriculum. 

In 2025, Year 7, 8 and 9 students will have the unique 
opportunity to participate in the Chinese Immersion 
Program. The Immersion Program will enable students 
to continue the study of Chinese as well as studying 
Chinese through practical activities in the subject of 
Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS).

At Year 7, 8 and 9 students study subjects from 
the following curriculum areas:
•	 English

•	 Mathematics

•	 Science

•	 Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)

•	 Health and Physical Education (H&PE)

•	 Languages – Chinese

•	 The Arts (Drama, Music, Art and Dance)

•	 Technology (Design Technology 
and Food Technology)

The information in this guide will provide you with 
a clear understanding of the objectives, skills and 
abilities each student should develop in each course. 
Students and/or parents who require advice about 
specific choices should consult the home group 
teacher and/or appropriate Year Level Manager. 
Students receive feedback on their personal and 
academic progress through four end of term reports, 
and at Parent, Student and Teacher interview nights.

Middle Years 
Curriculum



•	 English 2 semesters

•	 Mathematics 2 semesters

•	 Science 2 semesters

•	 Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) 2 semesters

•	 Chinese 2 semesters

•	 HPE 2 semesters

•	 Arts – 1 semester

•	 Technologies – 1 semester

SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

English English

Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science

HASS HASS

Chinese Chinese

H&PE HPE

 Arts Technologies

Year 7
Subject Pattern

2026 Curriculum Guide

QUICK LINKS

WELCOME

SUBJECT PATTERNS

MIDDLE YEARS CURRICULUM

YEAR 7

Arts Rotation (13)

Chinese (14)

English (15)

Health & Physical Education (15)

Humanities & Social Sciences (16)

Mathematics (16)

Science (17)

Technology (17)

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE 
OF EDUCATION (SACE)

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TRAINING (VET)
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Arts Rotation

The Arts

1 Semester 

Course Description
Students are introduced to 
the elements of drama, music, 
media arts and visual arts by 
experimenting with a range of 
techniques. They will develop skills 
to create, analyse and evaluate 
the art they produce and view. 
Skills developed from all areas 
will be combined to produce a 
collaborative arts presentation 
focusing on communicating to an 
audience.

Assessment
•	 Workshops, performance, 

practical skills building
•	 Responding to the arts: process, 

reflection and evaluation

Instrumental lessons are 
available through the department 
instrumental music program 
and are strongly encouraged for 
students wanting to continue with 
music in Year 8.

Year 7



Chinese

Course Description
Communication and 
Understanding are the two 
key strands of the Australian 
Curriculum: Chinese . Students will 
learn purposeful communication 
through socialising, informing, 
creating, translating and 
reflecting. Students can extend 
their understanding of language 
and culture through the systems 
of language, language variation 
and change and the roles of 
language and culture. ICT, concept 
based learning and opportunities 
to have authentic engagement 
with local and overseas 
communities will be provided.

Students use Chinese for 
self-expression, to access new 
information, and to share their 
knowledge and experiences 
with others. Pinyin remains an 
important tool for learning the 
characters and therefore is 
considered important in this year 
level. Students will engage in 
inquiry based learning experiences 
in order to increase their abilities 
to communicate in an increasingly 
global context.

At Plympton International College,  
students are provided the 
following Chinese pathways:

Chinese Beginners pathway: This 
pathway is aimed at students 
with minimal or no prior Chinese 
learning experience. Students 
will be introduced to the distinct 
systems of writing and speaking in 
Chinese.

Regardless of entry point, 
students will be supported to 
develop autonomy as language 
learners and users, to self-monitor 
and to adjust language in 
response to their experiences in 
diverse context.

Chinese Bilingual pathway: It is 
designed to support the learning of 
HASS in Chinese and is aimed at 
students who have participated in 
the bilingual program previously or 
with an age of appropriate level of 
Chinese.

Chinese Beginners pathway: This 
pathway is not a prerequisite that 
students have studied Chinese at 
primary school or are of Chinese 
background. This program aims 
to take students on a journey, 
immersed in Chinese from the 
beginning. They develop high levels 
of Chinese language together 
with a growth in understanding 
of concepts and perspectives in 
Humanities.

The Chinese Beginners Program 
supports students in Years 7 – 10 
to develop high levels of language 
proficiency and intercultural 
understanding, whilst offering 
students a unique and explicit 
approach to exploring concepts and 
content in the Humanities program. 

Features of the Chinese Beginners / 
Bilingual pathway:  
In the Beginners / Bilingual pathway 
students study Chinese whilst 
learning HASS through Chinese 
as an integrated program in Years 
7 – 10. Student will learn new 
vocabulary and grammar that will 
facilitate their understanding of the 
HASS subject. It is anticipated that 
these students will then study SACE 
Stage 1 Chinese in year 10 and 
beyond. 

In this pathway, students accelerate 
their learning of Chinese and 
HASS through both subjects. The 
learning is carefully structured 
and sequenced to foster success 
in both subjects, at the same time 
building students critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills in a safe 
and collaborative environment. 
This means that students can 
quickly feel confident to develop 
the necessary language skills for 
successful participation in both 
subjects.
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QUICK LINKS

WELCOME

SUBJECT PATTERNS

MIDDLE YEARS CURRICULUM

YEAR 7

Arts Rotation (13)

Chinese (14)

English (15)

Health & Physical Education (15)

Humanities & Social Sciences (16)

Mathematics (16)

Science (17)

Technology (17)

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE 
OF EDUCATION (SACE)

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TRAINING (VET)
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English

Course Description
Students will develop a range 
of skills in literacy, the study of 
literature and the capacity to 
use language in a wide range of 
ways for a variety of purposes 
and audiences. Among other 
things, students will complete a 
novel study, analyse advertising 
techniques, experience poetry, and 
perform motivational speeches.

Students undertake a range of 
activities including the study of 
language through the

•	 Explicit teaching of writing text 
types

•	 Introduction to the formal study 
of literature

•	 Expansion of oral skills

•	 Expansion of ICT skills

A focus on international thinking 
in major studies develops students 
as global citizens.

Health and Physical 
Education

2 Semesters

Course Description
Students will learn in, through and 
about movement with a key focus 
on the following themes; Invasion, 
Net & Wall, Striking & Fielding, 
Target, Racing & Competition and 
Fitness. Students are involved in 
both theory and practical lessons, 
spending on average three-four 
weeks on particular sports, games 
and or activities. The practical 
aspect of the course will focus 
on applying and transferring 
movement skills and concepts 
across a range of situations, while 
evaluating movement strategies 
and demonstrating fair play and 
collaboration. Some of the likely 
sports, games and activities to be 
covered include: Ultimate Frisbee, 
Volleyball, Soccer, Parntu/AFL 9s, 
Badminton, Tee Ball, Cricket and 
Fitness. In Health, students will 
explore the concepts of consent 
and protective behaviours  applied 
online and offline..

Special Requirements
Plympton International H&PE 
uniform – shirt and shorts.

Chinese

Student Commitment: Prospective 
students must be motivated 
with a desire to excel and be 
challenged. The students need to 
be able to work and respond well in 
challenging learning environments, 
enjoy taking risks, have strong 
problem-solving skills and be open 
to new ideas.  It is also desirable 
that prospective students have 
strong literacy skills.

Students are expected to commit 
to the full four-year program

Assessment
A range of theory and practical 
tasks including written and oral 
formative and summative tasks.

Year 7



Mathematics

Course Description
Year 7 Mathematics enables 
students to further develop their 
understanding of mathematical 
ideas and procedures and 
promotes effective use of 
mathematical literacy. There is 
an emphasis on consolidating 
basic mathematical techniques 
which can then be extended 
to more complex procedures, 
according to individual student’s 
level of understanding. Problem 
solving skills are developed in 
a range of real life contexts. 
Technology is used to facilitate 
some procedures. The proficiency 
strands Understanding, Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Reasoning 
are developed across the three 
content strands: Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability

Special Requirements
Scientific Calculator.

Humanities & Social Sciences 
(HASS)

Course Description
Year 7 HASS introduces students 
to the four learning areas: 
History, Geography, Civics and 
Citizenship, and Economics 
and Business. Students learn to 
ask inquiry questions, evaluate 
sources for reliability, take 
structured notes, and summarise 
key information. Emphasis 
is placed on understanding 
perspective, interpreting maps, 
and developing foundational skills 
in research, ethical reasoning, and 
communication. Topics include 
ancient history, geographical 
features, and liveability. The 
history component incorporates 
First Nations perspectives through 
studies of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures and 
histories prior to colonisation. 
Geography units include 
comparative case studies of 
liveability in Australia and China, 
encouraging global awareness and 
intercultural understanding.
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Arts Rotation (13)

Chinese (14)

English (15)

Health & Physical Education (15)

Humanities & Social Sciences (16)

Mathematics (16)
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE 
OF EDUCATION (SACE)

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TRAINING (VET)
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Technologies

1 Term

Course Description
Students use tools and machines 
to make practical projects. They 
explore design thinking by solving 
real problems and bringing ideas 
to life. Both hand tools and 
machines like 3D printers are used 
to create prototypes. Students 
are introduced to basic coding 
by programming small robots in 
fun, hands-on activities. They 
also learn to work safely and 
accurately with materials as they 
practise measuring, marking, and 
joining. The focus is on building 
confidence and curiosity in 
technology.

Food Technology

1 Term

Course Description
Students learn how to cook simple, 
tasty, and healthy meals. They 
explore kitchen safety, hygiene, 
and how to look after their bodies 
with nutritious food. Along the 
way, they try different recipes 
and learn what it means to eat 
well every day. They also begin 
to understand how food affects 
energy, health, and growth. 
Students are encouraged to 
explore how food choices affect 
the planet, such as packaging 
waste and food miles.

Science

Course Description
In Year 7 students explore 
the diversity of life on Earth 
and continue to develop their 
understanding of the role of 
classification in ordering and 
organising information. They use 
and develop models to represent 
and analyse the flow of energy 
and matter through ecosystems 
and explore the impact of 
changing components within 
these systems. They investigate 
relationships in the Earth-
sun-moon system and use models 
to predict and explain events. They 
extend their understanding of 
the particulate nature of matter 
and explore how interactions 
of matter and energy at the 
sub-microscopic scale determine 
macroscopic properties. They 
consider the effects of multiple 
forces when explaining changes 
in an object’s motion. Students 
make accurate measurements 
and analyse relationships between 
system components. They 
construct and use models to test 
hypotheses about phenomena 
at scales that are difficult to 
study directly and use these 
observations and other evidence 
to draw conclusions. They begin 
to understand the relationship 
between science and society and 
appreciate the need for ethical 
and cultural considerations when 
acquiring data. Students develop 
introductory inquiry skills such 
as questioning and predicting, 
planning and conducting 
investigations, analysing data  
and information, evaluating  
and communicating.

Technologies

Year 7



SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

English English

Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science

HASS HASS

Chinese Chinese

H&PE H&PE

Arts Elective Tech Elective

Year 8
Subject Pattern

Compulsory Subjects

•	 English 2 semesters

•	 Mathematics 2 semesters

•	 Science 2 semesters

•	 Humanities and social sciences (HASS) 2 semesters

•	 Chinese 2 semesters

•	 Health & Physical Education 2 semester

•	 Arts 1 semester

•	 Technologies 1 semester

Electives

•	 Drama

•	 Visual Art

•	 Music

•	 Food Technology

•	 Technologies
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TRAINING (VET)
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Arts Electives

Music

1 Semester

Course Description
This course aims to provide 
students with a basic 
understanding and develop skills 
in the core elements of Music. 
Students will learn to read simple 
notation and play basic keyboard, 
guitar and drum kit. Opportunities 
will also be provided for students 
to perform in small groups in 
front of the class. They will also 
explore Australian music culture 
and develop basic compositional 
techniques.

Special Requirements
Instrumental lessons are 
encouraged for students who 
wish to continue with Music the 
following year to develop their 
skills in their chosen instrument 
and for future performance 
assessments.

Drama

1 Semester

Course Description
Through drama, students will 
build on their understanding of 
role, character and relationships 
and develop their use voice and 
movement to sustain character 
and situation when performing. 
Students will shape drama for 
audiences using narrative and 
non-narrative dramatic forms and 
production elements. Through 
practical learning tasks, students 
will draw on drama from a range 
of cultures, times and locations 
as they experience drama. By 
reviewing performances they see, 
students will explore meaning and 
interpretation, forms and elements 
including voice, movement, 
situation, space and time, and 
tension as they make and respond 
to drama.

Visual Art

1 Semester

Course Description
Students are introduced to the 
elements of Visual Art practice 
by experimenting with media, 
materials and techniques. They 
will develop skills to enable them 
to reflect, analyse and evaluate 
artworks. Practical and theory 
work focuses on an understanding 
of the elements of art through 
activities such as drawing, 
painting, sculpture and  
digital design.

Year 8



Chinese

Course Description
This specialist Chinese program 
aims to engage students globally 
through intensive lessons of 
the Chinese language. This 
course is specifically designed 
through university research and 
evaluation to suit the school’s 
bilingual program. Students will 
be supported towards achieving 
high levels of Chinese language 
proficiency and intercultural 
understanding.

Communication and 
Understanding are the two 
key strands of the Australian 
Curriculum: Chinese. Students will 
learn purposeful communication 
through socialising, informing, 
creating, translating and 
reflecting. Students can extend 
their understanding of language 
and culture through the systems 
of language, language variation 
and change and the roles of 
language and culture. ICT, concept 
based learning and opportunities 
to have authentic engagement 
with local and overseas 
communities will be provided.

Students use Chinese for 
self-expression, to access new 
information, and to share their 
knowledge and experiences with 
others. Students will engage in 
inquiry based learning experiences 
in order to increase their abilities 
to communicate in an increasingly 
global context. 

At Plympton International College,  
students are provided the 
following Chinese pathways:

Chinese Beginners pathway: This 
pathway continues to develop 
knowledge, understanding and 
skills to ensure students:

•	 develop linguistic competence 

•	 understand language and 
culture, and their relationship, 
and thereby develop an 
intercultural capability in 
communication 

•	 understand themselves as 
communicators.

Chinese Bilingual pathway: In 
the Bilingual pathway students 
continue to study Chinese whilst 
learning HASS through Chinese as 
an integrated program. Student 
will learn new vocabulary and 
grammar that will facilitate their 
understanding of the HASS 
subject. It is anticipated that 
these students will then study 
SACE Stage 1 Chinese in year 10 
and beyond.

2026 Curriculum Guide

QUICK LINKS

WELCOME

SUBJECT PATTERNS

MIDDLE YEARS CURRICULUM

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Arts (19)

Chinese (20)

English (21)

Health & Physical Education (21)

Humanities & Social Sciences (21)

Mathematics (22)

Science (22)

Technology (23)

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE 
OF EDUCATION (SACE)

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TRAINING (VET)



21

English

Course Description
Year 8 English builds on students’ 
analytical and creative writing 
skills, with a focus on context 
and authorial intent. Students 
engage with novels, drama, film, 
and persuasive media, and begin 
developing comparative and oral 
responses. Tasks include narrative 
writing, persuasive argumentation, 
analytical essays, and multimodal 
presentations. Visual and verbal 
texts are examined to understand 
how meaning is shaped for 
different audiences. International 
perspectives are addressed 
through texts that explore global 
issues, including Chinese literature 
in translation. Students also study 
texts by First Nations authors and 
texts that represent Indigenous 
perspectives and values.

Health and Physical 
Education

1 Semester

Course Description
Students will learn in, through 
and about movement with a key 
focus on the following themes; 
Invasion, Net & Wall, Striking 
& Fielding, Target and Fitness. 
Students are involved in both 
theory and practical lessons, 
spending on average three-four 
weeks on particular sports, games 
and or activities. The practical 
aspect of the course will focus 
on applying and transferring 
movement skills and concepts 
across a range of situations, while 
evaluating movement strategies 
and demonstrating fair play and 
collaboration. Some of the likely 
sports, games and activities to 
be covered include: Ultimate 
Frisbee, Volleyball, Hockey, 
Speedball, Table Tennis, Softball/
Baseball and Fitness. In Health, 
students will learn how to take 
positive action to enhance their 
own and others’ health, safety, 
relationships and wellbeing. Topics 
include: Relationships, Growth and 
Development and Drugs.

Special Requirements
Plympton International H&PE 
uniform – shirt and shorts.

Humanities & Social Sciences 
(HASS)

Course Description
In Year 8 HASS, students 
deepen their understanding of 
historical and contemporary 
contexts across all four strands. 
They explore medieval history, 
sustainability, democratic 
processes, and consumer 
decision-making. Emphasis is 
placed on evaluating sources, 
understanding mapping and 
spatial significance, systems 
of governance, and applying 
economic reasoning. Students 
further refine their skills in 
note-taking, organisation, 
and academic writing. First 
Nations perspectives are 
embedded through comparisons 
of Indigenous governance 
and economic systems with 
medieval and modern examples. 
International perspectives 
are introduced through global 
sustainability case studies, 
including Chinese approaches to 
environmental management.

Year 8



Mathematics

Course Description
Year 8 Mathematics enables 
students to build on their current 
understanding of mathematical 
ideas and techniques and to 
develop mathematical literacy. 
There is an emphasis on 
consolidating basic mathematical 
procedures which can then 
be extended to more complex 
procedures. Students develop 
their problem solving techniques 
in a range of real life contexts. 
Where appropriate they use 
technology to facilitate some 
procedures. The proficiency 
strands Understanding, Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Reasoning 
are developed across the three 
content strands: Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability.

Special Requirements
Scientific Calculator.

Science

Course Description
In Year 8 students are introduced 
to cells as microscopic structures 
that explain macroscopic features 
of living systems. They connect 
form and function at an organ 
level and explore the organisation 
of a body system in terms of flows 
of matter between interdependent 
organs. They continue to develop 
a view of Earth as a dynamic 
system, in which change occurs 
across a range of timescales. They 
classify different types of energy 
and describe the role of energy 
in causing change in systems, 
including the role of energy and 
forces in the geosphere. They learn 
to classify matter at the atomic 
level and distinguish between 
chemical and physical change. 
They understand that chemical 
reactions also involve energy. 
Students use experimentation 
to isolate relationships between 
components in systems and 
explain these relationships 
through increasingly complex 
representations. They consider 
the magnitude of properties 
and events and use appropriate 
units to describe proportional 
relationships. 

Students develop introductory 
inquiry skills such as questioning 
and predicting, planning and 
conducting investigations, 
analysing data and information, 
evaluating and communicating. 
They appreciate Science as a 
human endeavour which has 
relevance to everyday life. 

2026 Curriculum Guide

QUICK LINKS

WELCOME

SUBJECT PATTERNS

MIDDLE YEARS CURRICULUM

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Arts (19)

Chinese (20)

English (21)

Health & Physical Education (21)

Humanities & Social Sciences (21)

Mathematics (22)

Science (22)

Technology (23)

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE 
OF EDUCATION (SACE)

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TRAINING (VET)



23

Technologies

Course Description
Students work with wood and 
tools to design and make useful 
products. They use a combination 
of hand-drawing, modelling and 
computer design to create clear 
solutions. Projects help them learn 
to test and improve their ideas. 
Coding is also introduced, showing 
how technology can control 
systems and solve real-world 
problems. Students use the design 
process to guide their thinking and 
decision-making, developing their 
ability to plan ahead and reflect 
on their outcomes.

Food Technology

Course Description
Students cook meals from 
different cultures and explore 
what makes food healthy. They 
learn how to use specialist 
equipment like woks and practise 
safe, hygienic cooking. Nutrition 
and sustainability are key 
focuses as students plan meals 
and consider their food choices. 
They reflect on how cooking 
connects with health and the 
environment Units may include 
Asian cuisines, Australian Fusion 
Cuisine, Indigenous foods, food 
and equipment safety, and an 
exploration of coronary heart 
disease and how food plays a  
role in preventing it.

Technology

Year 8



SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

English English

Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science

HASS HASS

Chinese Chinese

H&PE Elective

Elective Elective

Compulsory Subjects

•	 English 2 Semesters

•	 Mathematics 2 Semesters

•	 Science 2 Semesters

•	 Humanities and Social Sciences 
(HASS) 2 Semesters

•	 Chinese 2 Semesters

•	 Health & Physical Education  
1 Semester

Electives

Students choose three electives for 1 
Semester each, other than Music which 
is a full year subject.

•	 Drama

•	 Food Technology

•	 Physical Education (Elective)

•	 Music (full year)

•	 Technology

•	 Coding, Computers & Electronics

•	 Visual Art

•	 Citizenship & Democracy

•	 Media Arts - Film and Photography

Year 9
Subject Pattern
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Drama

1 Semester

Course Description
Students refine their collaboration 
skills while developing self-
devised, polished performances 
based on a range of dramatic 
texts and styles. Performances are 
shaped by the application of the 
elements of drama within selected 
social, cultural and historical 
settings. Students explore 
theatrical processes resulting in 
a group production. They develop 
multimodal responses to analyse 
and evaluate their own work, 
dramatic practitioners, and live 
theatre.

Assessment
•	 Workshop and Performance.

•	 Responding to Drama: process,  
reflection and evaluation.

Special Requirements
$20 for theatre excursions.

Media Arts

1 Semester

Course Description
In Media Arts (Film and 
Photography) students will 
analyse media arts concepts and 
produce film and photographic 
works that communicate 
perspectives and meaning. They 
will learn how to generate a 
creative idea, develop it into a 
product and evaluate the outcome 
and their learning. The subject will 
involve the use of the adobe suite, 
digital cameras, iPads, and audio 
equipment. There will be a strong 
focus on collaborative inquiry-
based learning. Students will 
present their work to an audience 
through exhibitions and viewings. 

Assessment
•	 Practical application tasks

•	 Folio

•	 Research and analysis

Arts

Year 9



Visual Art

1 Semester

Course Description
This course provides students 
with a deeper understanding of 
the elements and principles of 
art and how they are used to 
manipulate space, create optical 
illusions in 2D & 3D artwork and 
a basic introduction to Design. 
A particular focus is placed 
on describing, analysing and 
interpreting the uses, elements 
and principles in artists’ works. 
Students are encouraged to 
express their own ideas and 
investigate new techniques and 
methods through activities such 
as drawing, painting, sculpture and 
digital design.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including theory and practical:

•	 Theory – History of art 
(movements) and critical 
analysis and reflection of art 
works.

•	 Practical – 2D and 3D practical 
experimentation.

Arts

Music

Full Year

Course Description
Students develop their knowledge, 
understanding and application 
of the elements of music through 
performances, compositions, 
music exploration and music 
literacy tasks. On their preferred 
instrument, students will interpret, 
rehearse, and perform solo and 
ensemble repertoire to share 
their music and enhance their 
performance skills. In addition, 
students will build on foundational 
musicianship components such 
as aural skills, music reading and 
writing, and music terminology. An 
in depth understanding of these 
will assist students in written 
and practical assessments, and 
their wholistic development as a 
musician.

Assessment
A variety of tasks including: Solo 
and ensemble assessments, 
theory assessments, reviews and 
composition.

Special Requirements
Instrumental lessons are expected 
to be undertaken by students who 
wish to continue with Music the 
following year to develop their 
skills in their chosen instrument 
and for future performance 
assessments.
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Year 9

Chinese

Course Description
Communication and 
Understanding are the two 
key strands of the Australian 
Curriculum: Chinese. Students will 
learn purposeful communication 
through socialising, informing, 
creating, translating and 
reflecting. Students can extend 
their understanding of language 
and culture through the systems 
of language, language variation 
and change and the roles of 
language and culture. ICT, concept 
based learning and opportunities 
to have authentic engagement 
with local and overseas 
communities will be provided.

Students use Chinese for 
self-expression, to access new 
information, and to share their 
knowledge and experiences with 
others. Students will engage in 
inquiry based learning experiences 
in order to increase their abilities 
to communicate in an increasingly 
global context. 

At Plympton International 
College, students are provided the 
following Chinese pathways: 

Chinese Beginners pathway: This 
pathway continues to develop 
knowledge, understanding and 
skills to ensure students: 

•	 develop linguistic competence 

•	 understand language and 
culture, and their relationship, 
and thereby develop an 
intercultural capability in 
communication 

•	 understand themselves as 
communicators.

Chinese Bilingual pathway: In 
the Bilingual pathway students 
continue to study Chinese whilst 
learning HASS through Chinese as 
an integrated program. Student 
will learn new vocabulary and 
grammar that will facilitate their 
understanding of the HASS 
subject. It is anticipated that 
these students will then study 
SACE Stage 1 Chinese in year 10 
and beyond.

English

Course Description
Year 9 English encourages critical 
engagement with texts, especially 
in relation to representations of 
identity, power, and relationships. 
Students explore texts in historical 
and social context, analysing 
how language is used to position 
audiences. Writing tasks include 
analytical essays, persuasive 
writing, creative narratives, and 
multimodal responses. There is 
a strong focus on visual literacy 
and comparative interpretation. 
First Nations perspectives are 
explored through texts that 
represent Indigenous voices and 
social justice themes. Chinese and 
other international perspectives 
are integrated through film, short 
stories, and poetry that reflect 
cross-cultural experiences and 
global issues.



Health and Physical 
Education

1 Semester

Course Description
Students will learn in, through  
and about movement with a 
key focus on the following units; 
Invasion, Striking & Fielding, Net  
& Wall, Lifelong Physical  
Activities and Fitness.

Students are involved in practical 
activities, spending two to three 
weeks on particular sports, games 
and or activities. This aspect of 
the course will focus on technical 
skill development, game tactics 
and rules. The likely sports to 
be covered are: Indoor Soccer, 
Table tennis, Gaelic/AFL, Hockey, 
Basketball and Tee-ball. In Health, 
students learn how to take 
positive action to enhance their 
own and others’ health, safety 
and wellbeing. Topics include: 
Relationships, Sexual Health, 
Alcohol and Drugs.

Special Requirements

Plympton International HPE 
uniform - shirt and shorts

Physical Education (Elective)

1 Semester

Course Description
Students will learn in, through 
and about movement with a key 
focus on the following themes; 
Invasion, Net & Wall and Fitness. 
Students are involved in both 
theory and practical lessons, 
spending on average three-four 
weeks on particular sports, games 
and or activities. The theory 
aspect of the course will explore 
biomechanics of the human body 
and exercise psychology. The 
practical aspect of the course will 
focus on evaluating and refining 
their own and others’ movement 
skills, game tactics and fitness.

Students will evaluate theirs and 
others performances through the 
use of GPS Game Data Analysis 
and progressing through a tailored 
fitness program. Some of the likely 
sports, games and activities to be 
covered include: Speedball/ Ruby 
Tag, Volleyball, Badminton  
and Fitness.

Special Requirements

Plympton International HPE 
uniform - shirt and shorts

Health & Physical Education
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Humanities & Social Sciences (HASS) Mathematics

Course Description
Year 9 Mathematics continues 
to build an understanding 
of mathematical ideas and 
techniques and further develops 
mathematical literacy and 
problem solving skills applied 
in a range of real life contexts. 
Students use technology to 
facilitate some procedures.

The proficiency strands 
Understanding, Fluency, Problem 
Solving and Reasoning are 
developed across the three 
content strands: Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability.

Special Requirements
Scientific Calculator.

Humanities & Social Sciences 
(HASS)

Course Description
In Year 9 HASS, students study 
significant historical movements 
including the Industrial Revolution 
and World War I, examining 
how these events have shaped 
Australian identity. They further 
develop skills in evaluating source 
reliability, recognising bias, 
constructing annotated timelines, 
and synthesising information. 
Geography units explore biomes 
and food security, while Civics and 
Citizenship focuses on Australia’s 
democracy and constitutional 
values. Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander perspectives are 
addressed through the impacts of 
colonisation and the defence of 
Country during WWI. International 
perspectives are included through 
the examination of global conflicts 
and environmental sustainability, 
including food systems in China.

Citizenship & Democracy

Course Description
This course provides students 
with a deeper understanding of 
Australia’s democracy and the 
Australian Government. They 
investigate the features of 
Australia’s court system, including 
the key features and jurisdictions. 

Students develop their capacity 
and awareness of active 
citizenship by participating 
in the Governor’s Civics Award.

Year 9



Science

Course Description
In Year 9, students consider 
the operation of systems at a 
range of scales. They explore 
ways in which the human body 
as a system responds to its 
external environment and the 
interdependencies between 
biotic and abiotic components of 
ecosystems. They are introduced 
to the notion of the atom as a 
system of protons, electrons and 
neutrons, and how this system can 
change through nuclear decay. 
They learn that matter can be 
rearranged through chemical 
change and that these changes 
play an important role in many 
systems. They are introduced to 
the concept of the conservation 
of matter and begin to develop a 
more sophisticated view of energy 
transfer. They begin to apply their 
understanding of energy and 
forces to global systems such as 
continental movement.
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Coding, Computers  
& Electronics

1 Semester

Course Description
Students dive into coding, 
electronics, and robotics. Using 
tools like Arduino and Python, 
they build systems that react to 
inputs like sensors. Team projects 
may include robotics challenges. 
They learn how to write code, 
fix problems, and use creative 
thinking to develop tech solutions. 
Students gain confidence in wiring 
circuits, building prototypes, 
and using digital tools to solve 
real-world challenges. They may 
have the chance to compete in 
RoboCup or similar events.

Food Technology

1 Semester

Course Description
Students learn more advanced 
cooking techniques and explore 
food from around the world. 
They study nutrients and how 
different foods impact health. 
Tasks include desserts, food 
styling, and exploring global 
ingredients. Students also focus 
on safety in the kitchen and 
sustainable food practices. Units 
might explore the causes and 
prevention of heart disease or the 
differences between macro- and 
micronutrients.

Technology

Technology: 

1 Semester

Course Description
Students take on real-world 
design tasks, building and testing 
ideas using both digital and 
traditional tools. They apply the 
design cycle—plan, build, test, and 
improve—to make working models. 
Software like CAD helps them 
bring their ideas to life. The course 
builds skills in designing, making, 
and communicating. Students use 
a combination of hand-drawing, 
modelling, and computer design to 
communicate their solutions.

Year 9



SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

English English

Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science

History
Exploring Identities and Futures 

(EIF)

Chinese Bilingual Pathway
OR 

Chinese Beginners Pathway
OR 

Chinese Beginners Pathway

Chinese Bilingual Pathway
OR 

Stage 1 Chinese Background 
OR 

Stage 1 Continuers (Acceleration)

H&PE or 
Health & Recreation Elective

Elective Elective

Compulsory Subjects

•	 English 2 Semesters

•	 Mathematics 2 Semesters

•	 Science 2 Semesters

•	 Chinese Beginner Pathway                               
1 Semester

•	 Chinese Language & Culture 
1 Semester

•	 Chinese Bilingual Pathway                                       
2 Semesters

•	 Stage 1 Chinese Background 
or Continuers (Acceleration)                                  
2 Semesters

•	 History 1 Semester

•	 Health & Physical Education 
(HPE) or Health & Recreation 
1 Semester

•	 Exploring Identities and Futures 
(EIF) Stage 1 compulsory

Electives

Students choose three electives for 
1 Semester each, other than Music 
which is a full year subject.

•	 Civics and Business in Action

•	 Media Arts - Digital Photography

•	 Visual Art

•	 Drama

•	 H2 Grand Prix

•	 Social Enterprise in Action  
- Brew Crew

•	 Food Technology

•	 Industry Immersion and 
Awareness (Health) (Semester 2)

•	 Music (full year)

•	 Outdoor Education 

•	 Physical Education

•	 Timber Construction

•	 Robotics, Advanced  
Systems & Control

Year 10
Subject Pattern
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Creative Art –  
Digital Photography

1 Semester

Course Description
Digital Photography will explore 
technologies that play a part in 
contemporary media. This will 
include adobe programs and an 
introduction to photography. 
Students will use communication 
technologies to creatively explore, 
make and interpret stories about 
people, ideas and the world around 
them through photography.

Assessment
A variety of assessment 
tasks including individual and 
collaborative assignments.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Creative Arts.

Arts

Visual Art

1 Semester

Course Description
This course serves as preparation 
for Stage 1 Visual Art. The 
practical component of the course 
will see students produce their 
own folios of work based on their 
interests and technical strengths. 
A particular focus is placed on 
the process and development 
of ideas. Theory will explore a 
critical analysis of the context and 
meaning in art works. Students 
are encouraged to express their 
own ideas and investigate new 
techniques before moving to the 
SACE Visual Art course.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including a combination of 
practical exercises, assignment 
work, and folio work.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Visual Art.

Year 10



Music

Full Year

Desired Background
Successful completion of Grade 
One music theory and at least one 
year of instrumental tuition.

Course Description
Students develop their knowledge, 
understanding and application 
of the elements of music through 
performances, compositions, 
music exploration and music 
literacy tasks. On their preferred 
instrument, students will interpret, 
rehearse, and perform solo and 
ensemble repertoire to share 
their music and enhance their 
performance skills. In addition, 
students will build on foundational 
musicianship components such 
as aural skills, music reading and 
writing, and music terminology. An 
in depth understanding of these 
will assist students in written and 
practical assessments, and their 
holistic development as a musician.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including: Solo and ensemble 
assessments, theory assessments, 
assignments, reviews, compositions.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge for 
Stage 1 Music.

Special Requirements
$15 is required for a Grade Two 
Music Theory Book. Instrumental 
lessons are expected for students, 
either through the Instrumental 
Music Service or privately, who 
wish to study Music to develop and 
support their skills in their chosen 
instrument and for performance 
assessments. After school, 
weekend and holiday rehearsals 
might be required for performances 
and assessments. Excursions to live 
performances might incur a fee.

Arts

Drama A&B

(1 or 2 Semesters – Choose Drama 
A and B if you wish to do Drama 
for a whole year)

Course Description
Students work collaboratively 
in on-stage and off-stage roles 
leading to a public performance. 
They will manipulate the elements 
of drama for meaning and 
theatrical effect. Analysis and 
evaluation of the production 
process will be presented in a 
multimodal format to showcase 
the student’s learning. Students 
will respond to drama through 
text analysis and evaluation of 
dramatic concepts, methods, and 
styles.

Assessment
•	 Group Production

•	 Responding to Drama

•	 Creative Exploration of 
Dramatic Styles

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Drama. Drama B is 
recommended for students who 
wish to complete a whole year of 
Drama in preparation for SACE 
Drama. The course will extend 
from Semester 1 as students form 
a production company to produce 
their own public performance

Special Requirements
$20 – $30 for theatre excursions. 
Out of school hours rehearsals 
and performances will be required.
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Cross-Disciplinary

Exploring Identities and Futures

1 Semester

(compulsory Stage 1 credits) 
SACE Credits 10

Course Description
Exploring Identities and Futures 
(EIF) supports students to explore 
their aspirations. They are given 
the space and opportunity to 
extend their thinking beyond what 
they want to do, to also consider 
who they want to be in the future. 
The subject supports students to 
learn more about themselves, their 
place in the world, and enables 
them to explore and deepen their 
sense of belonging, identity, and 
connections to the world around 
them. EIF prepares students 
for their SACE journey and the 
knowledge, skills, and capabilities 
required to be thriving learners. 
As an introduction to the SACE, 
students will be empowered to 
take ownership of where their 
pathway leads, exploring interests, 
work, travel and/or further 
learning.

EIF represents a shift away from 
viewing students as participants 
in learning, to empowered 
co-designers of their own learning. 
Students will be responsible for 
exploring learning opportunities, 
exercising their agency, and 
building connections with others. 

In this subject, students: 

•	 develop agency by exploring 
their identity, interests, 
strengths, skills, capabilities and 
or values; and making choices 
about their learning

•	 demonstrate self-efficacy 
through planning and 
implementing actions to develop 
their capabilities and connecting 
with future aspirations

•	 apply self-regulation skills by 
contributing to activities to 
achieve goals, seeking feedback, 
and making decisions

•	 develop their communication 
skills through interaction, 
collaboration, sharing evidence 
of their learning progress and 
developing connections with 
others.

Assessment
•	 Assessment Type 1: Exploring 

me and who I want to be 

•	 Assessment Type 2: Taking 
action and showcasing my 
capabilities

Exploring Identities and Futures 
contributes 10 credits towards the 
SACE. Because it is compulsory, 
students must achieve a C grade 
or better.

Industry Immersion and 
Awareness (Health)

1 Semester

Course Description
This subject is designed for 
students to develop knowledge 
and understanding about Health 
industry pathways from different 
perspectives. Students will have 
the opportunity to undertake 
Health site visits and workplace 
learning opportunities in a health 
site. The subject is designed to 
develop students real life problem 
solving, communication and team 
skills. It is an ideal pathway into 
the Certificate III in Individual 
Support.

Year 10



Chinese Language and Culture

1 Semester

Course Description
Chinese Studies is an interdisciplinary 
subject, specialising in Chinese 
culture, values and history through 
different concepts. Students explore 
and reflect on the ways in which 
culture is developed, expressed and 
communicated through cultural beliefs 
and history. Students develop and 
apply intercultural knowledge,

understanding, and skills to produce 
designed solutions to identify needs or 
opportunities of relevance to regional 
and global communities.

This course provides students 
opportunities to develop their abilities 
to reflect on, evaluate, and discuss

contemporary issues. Students work 
independently, collaboratively and 
problem-solve to make connections 
with Chinese cultures to increase their 
global perspective.

Assessment
Students demonstrate learning 
through:

•	 Research

•	 Video Production

•	 Written tasks

.

Chinese Language 
and Culture

1 Semester

Course Description
Chinese Studies is an 
interdisciplinary subject, 
specialising in Chinese culture, 
values and history through 
different concepts. Students 
explore and reflect on the ways 
in which culture is developed, 
expressed and communicated 
through cultural beliefs and 
history. Students develop and 
apply intercultural knowledge, 
understanding, and skills to 
produce designed solutions to 
identify needs or opportunities 
of relevance to regional and 
global communities.

This course provides students 
opportunities to develop their 
abilities to reflect on, evaluate, 
and discuss

contemporary issues. 
Students work independently, 
collaboratively and problemsolve 
to make connections with Chinese 
cultures to increase their global 
perspective.

Assessment
Students demonstrate learning 
through:

•	 Research

•	 Video Production

•	 Written tasks

.

Chinese

Chinese (Beginners Pathway) 

1 Semester

Course Description
This pathway is aimed at students 
who have completed Chinese 
Languages courses Years 7 
– 9. This pathway provides 
background knowledge for Stage 1 
Chinese, and it is anticipated that 
these students will commit to a 
full year learning of Chinese.

The Chinese (Beginners) language 
course follows the Australian 
Curriculum. Communication and 
Understanding are the two key 
Strands. Communication involves 
using the language for commu 
nicative purposes and includes 
the Sub strands: Socialising, 
Informing, Creating, Translating 
and Reflecting. Understanding 
develops skills with understanding 
language and culture and includes 
the Sub strands: Systems of 
Language, Language variation 
and change, the role of language 
and culture. Students engage in a 
range of learning and assessment 
activities using the 4 macro 
skills: speaking, reading, writing 
and listening and are provided 
with opportunities to develop 
these using ICT, concept based 
learning and a variety of other 
methodologies.

Themes covered in courses may 
include: Health and wellbeing, 
traveling and shopping, school 
life, living environment

Assessment
A variety of assessment 
tasks including: Reading and 
Responding, Writing and 
Responding, Oral Presentation, 
Research Assignment, and 
Posters.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Chinese (Continuers).
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English

Full Year

Course Description
Year 10 English prepares 
students for senior secondary 
study by emphasising textual 
interpretation, representation, 
and the manipulation of language. 
Students study a range of texts, 
including novels, film, and media, 
with a critical eye toward how 
meaning is shaped. They complete 
analytical essays, persuasive 
pieces, creative reinterpretations, 
and oral debates. Contextual 
understanding and intertextual 
awareness are key learning 
outcomes. Texts from First 
Nations authors and Chinese 
writers are studied to enhance 
intercultural understanding and 
critical reflection on issues such 
as colonisation, migration,  
and identity.

Assessment
Students will be assessed on 
the production of varied forms 
of written, multimodal and oral 
responses to analytical and 
imaginative tasks. There is an 
exam at the end of Semester 1 
and 2. Students are assessed 
using the Australian Curriculum 
Achievement Standards.

Pathways
Stage 1 English Subjects

Physical Education

1 Semester

Course Description
Students will participate in 
practical and theory work. They 
are involved in practical activities 
covering various sports over 
the semester. The course will 
focus on tactics, umpiring and 
technical skill development. The 
sports expected to be covered are 
volleyball, table tennis, netball  
and touch.

Assessment

A variety of assessment tasks 
including:

•	 Practical: skill development and 
tactical awareness.

•	 Theory: sports science research, 
tests and online quizzes.

Pathways
Provides background for Stage 1 
Physical Education.

Special Requirements
Plympton International HPE 
uniform - shirt and shorts

Health and Physical 
Education

1 Semester

Course Description
Students will learn in, through 
and about movement with a key 
focus on the following themes; 
Invasion and Net & Wall. Students 
are involved in both theory and 
practical lessons, spending on 
average three – four weeks on 
particular sports, games and or 
activities. The practical aspect 
of the course will focus on 
evaluating and refining their own 
and others’ movement skills and 
performances, while applying 
movement concepts in new or 
challenging situations. Some 
of the likely sports, games and 
activities to be covered include: 
Volleyball, Badminton and Soccer. 
Students are likely to participate 
in a Sport Education unit, providing 
students the opportunity to 
learn through various roles and 
responsibilities associated with a 
seasonal tournament. In Health, 
students will explore strategies 
to manage online and offline 
situations where their own and 
others’ health, safety, relationships 
or wellbeing may be at risk. Health 
topics include: consent, Respectful 
Relationships, Safety and 
Wellbeing.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including:

•	 Physical Education - skill 
development and tactical 
awareness, focusing on 
participation  
and effort.

•	 Health - theory and oral task, 
group discussions and activities.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Physical Education.

Special Requirements
Plympton International HPE  
uniform - shirt and shorts

Health & Physical Education

Year 10



Health and Recreation

1 Semester

Course Description
The course has an equal focus on 
recreational activities and health. 
Students will participate in a 
variety of recreational and fitness 
related activities, to develop 
healthy lifelong habits. Some of 
the previous recreational activities 
undertaken in consultation with 
students include; yoga, boxing, 
badminton and target games. 
In Health, students learn how to 
take positive action to enhance 
their own and others’ health, 
safety and well- being. Topics 
include: Relationships, Sexual 
Health, Mental Health and Healthy 
Lifestyle Choices.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including:
•	 Recreational Physical 

Education – skill development, 
participation, leadership and 
effort.

•	 Health – theory and oral task, 
involvement in group discussions 
and activities

Pathway
Provides background knowledge 
for a possible health pathway.

Special Requirements
Plympton International H&PE  
uniform – shirt and shorts.

Outdoor Education

1 Semester

Course Description
Students will delve into nature, 
exploring and learning in various 
environments and locations. Some 
of the likely off-site excursions 
include, National Parks, Aquatic 
Centres and Rock-Climbing 
facilities, providing opportunities 
to build resilience, leadership 
and teamwork capabilities. 
Additionally, students will prepare, 
attend and reflect on a 2-night 
camp. 

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including:

•	 Performance in both theory 
and practical formats. Includes 
investigations, personal 
reflections and experiential 
capabilities.   

Pathway
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Outdoor Education 
and some health pathways.

Special Requirements
Plympton International HPE 
uniform – shirt and shorts.

An additional fee of $300 includes 
transport, hire of specialist 
equipment and facilities.

Health & Physical Education
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History

1 Semester

Course Description
Year 10 History focuses on the 
major events of the twentieth 
century, with an emphasis 
on World War II, civil rights 
movements, and post-war 
migration. Students develop 
skills in historical inquiry, source 
evaluation, and historiographical 
thinking. First Nations 
perspectives are highlighted 
through the study of Indigenous 
soldiers in WWII, the Stolen 
Generations, and resistance 
movements. International 
perspectives are explored through 
global conflicts and patterns of 
migration, including Australia’s 
changing role in international 
relations.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including: Research assignments, 
investigations, group work.

Pathways 
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 History

Humanities & Social Sciences

Civics & Business In Action

1 Semester

Course Description
This semester-based elective 
introduces students to Australia’s 
legal system, parliamentary 
processes, and key aspects of 
economic participation. Students 
learn how laws are created and 
interpreted, the role of different 
levels of government, and the 
importance of civic responsibility. 
Ethical reasoning is explored 
through real-world case studies 
and contemporary social issues. 
In the business component, 
students examine principles 
of economic decision-making, 
financial literacy, budgeting, 
taxation, and workplace rights and 
responsibilities. Entrepreneurship 
is also a key focus, with students 
investigating how small 
businesses operate within legal 
and economic frameworks. Case 
studies include both Australian 
and Chinese systems, supporting 
intercultural understanding and 
global citizenship.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks  
including: Research  
assignments, group work.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Legal Studies and 
Stage 1 Business Innovation.

Mathematics

Full Year

Course Description
Year 10 Mathematics continues 
to build an understanding 
of mathematical ideas and 
techniques and further develops 
mathematical literacy and 
problem solving skills applied 
in a range of real life contexts. 
Students use technology to 
facilitate some procedures. 
Topics include Graphing and 
Solving Linear Equations, Indices, 
Measurement, Trigonometry, 
Surds, Networks, Simultaneous 
Equations, Statistics and 
Quadratics.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including: skills and applications 
tasks and directed investigations.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Mathematics subjects.

Special Requirements
Scientific Calculator.

Year 10



Science

Full Year

Course Description
In Year 10 students explore the  
biological, chemical, geological  
and astronomical evidence for  
different theories, such as the  
theory of natural selection and  
the big bang theory. Through  
investigating natural selection and 
processes of heredity they come to 
understand the evolutionary  
feedback mechanisms that  
ensure the continuity of life.  
They appreciate how energy  
drives the Earth system and how 
climate models simulate the flow 
of energy and matter within and 
between Earth’s spheres. Students 
develop a more sophisticated 
understanding of atomic theory to 
understand patterns and  
relationships within the periodic 
table. They understand that motion 
and forces are related by applying 
physical laws and can be modelled 
mathematically. Students  
analyse and synthesise data  
from systems at multiple scales  
to develop evidence-based  
explanations for phenomena.  
They learn that all models 
involve assumptions and  
approximations, and that this can 
limit the reliability of predictions 
based on those models. 

Students develop introductory 
inquiry skills such as questioning 
and predicting, planning and  
conducting investigations,  
analysing data and information,  
evaluating and communicating. They 
appreciate Science as a human 
endeavour which has relevance to 
everyday life.

Assessment
A variety of assessment tasks 
including: theory assignments, 
tests, practical tasks and reports.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge for 
Stage 1 Sciences.

Technology

Social Enterprise in Action: 
Brew Crew

1 Semester

Course Description
Social Enterprise in Action 
is an immersive, student-
led subject where leadership, 
entrepreneurship, hospitality, 
sustainability, and global 
citizenship intersect. Students 
co-design and operate a mobile 
coffee cart known as Brew Crew, 
serving hot drinks and light snacks 
(e.g. biscuits, slices, cultural treats) 
to staff, students, and families 
during weekly services and special 
school events. 

Throughout the semester, 
students rotate through real-world 
leadership roles in barista service, 
event coordination, financial 
planning, marketing, sustainability, 
and customer relations. They 
engage with community mentors, 
explore culturally diverse café 
experiences, and complete a 
nationally recognised Certificate 
in Barista Skills.

Students will apply design thinking 
to improve their service model, 
develop bilingual or intercultural 
promotional content, and 
conclude the semester by hosting 
a Common Ground Showcase; a 
café experience with community 
guests, student presentations, and 
celebration of learning.

Pathways
Stage 1 Food & Hospitality 
Stage 1 Business Innovation
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Timber Construction

1 Semester

Course Description
Students take on design 
challenges by building timber 
projects. They learn how to plan 
and model ideas using 3D drawing 
software. Students explore 
both traditional woodworking 
and modern tools. Each student 
creates a digital folio to show 
their progress and final product. 
Along the way, they develop skills 
in joining techniques, measuring, 
and safe workshop practices. The 
course builds a foundation for 
future study in design or trades.

Assessment
Students complete a range 
of theory and practical tasks, 
including investigations, 
planning documents, hands-on 
construction projects, and 
evaluations—all compiled in  
a digital folio.

Pathways
Provides background  
knowledge for Stage 1 Design  
and Technology.

Robotics, Advanced  
Systems and Control

1 Semester

Course Description
Students build robots that 
perform real-world tasks using 
code. They combine electronics, 
mechanics, and software to 
create working systems. Coding 
software helps them control 
movement and behaviour. Projects 
are documented in a digital folio 
showing their thinking and design 
process. Students explore how 
systems can interact with the 
environment using sensors and 
actuators, and they take part in 
practical challenges.

Assessment
Tasks include a combination 
of theoretical and practical 
components such as 
investigations, planning, 
construction, coding, and 
evaluations, all recorded in  
a digital folio.

Pathways
Provides background  
knowledge for Stage 1 Design  
and Technology.

Food Technology

1 Semester

Course Description
Students explore the world 
of food, health, and nutrition 
through practical experiences. 
Students develop essential 
skills in food safety, preparation, 
and presentation, learning how 
food choices impact wellbeing. 
Students plan, prepare, and 
evaluate meals through units that 
may include:

•	 Convenience Foods – 
investigating fast and functional 
food options in a busy world

•	 MasterChef Experience 
– testing skills in a fun, 
competitive cooking challenge

•	 Commercial Safe Food Handling 
– learning the hygiene and 
safety practices used in the 
food industry

Assessment
Students will be assessed through 
a mix of practical cooking 
sessions, research tasks, action 
plans, evaluations, and hands-on 
exams.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 1 Food and Hospitality 
and pathway to certificate 2 
Kitchen Operations

Technology

Sustainable Technologies: H2 
Grand Prix

1 Semester

Course Description
In this project-based subject, 
students explore the future of 
clean energy and sustainable 
transport through the Horizon H2 
Grand Prix. Working in rotating 
specialist teams, students take 
on the challenge of assembling, 
testing, and refining a hydrogen-
powered race car while also 
exploring robotics, 3D design, 
and digital media. Each team 
contributes to a shared goal — 
preparing for a Grand Prix event. 
*subject to H2 Grand Prix running 
in South Australia in 2026 
 

Year 10



SACE 
South Australian Certificate of Education

What is the SACE?

The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is an internation-
ally recognised qualification that paves the way for young people to move 
from school to work or further training and study. The certificate is based 
on two stages of achievement: Stage 1 (typically undertaken in Year 11) 
and Stage 2 (typically undertaken in Year 12). Students are able to study a 
wide range of subjects and course as part of the SACE.

Each subject or course successfully completed earns credits towards the 
SACE, with a minimum of 200 credits required for students to gain the 
certificate. Students will receive a grade from A to E for each subject (A+ 
to E- at Stage 2). For compulsory subjects, they must achieve a C grade 
or better.

The compulsory subjects are:
•	 Stage 1 Exploring Identities and Futures 

(undertaken in year 10) 	 10 credits

•	 Stage 1 Literacy 
(English or equivalent studies) 	 20 credits

•	 Stage 1 Numeracy 
(Mathematics or equivalent studies) 	 10 credits

•	 Stage 2 Activating Identities and Futures (AIF) 
(undertaken in year 11) 	 10 credits

•	 Stage 2 subjects 
3 full year subjects 	 60 credits

The remaining 90 credits can be gained through additional Stage 1 or 
Stage 2 subjects, VET courses or Board recognised courses of a student’s 
choice. Students need to achieve a C grade or better for the Stage 1 com-
pulsory subjects.

Total 200 Credits
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SACE Credits

A Tertiary Admissions Subject (TAS) is a SACE Stage 
2 subject that has been approved by the universities 
and TAFE SA as providing suitable preparation for 
tertiary studies.

Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). It is a 
measure of how a student’s overall achievement in 
the SACE is compared to other students. It is used 
by universities to select school leavers for a place in 
university courses and ranges from 0 to 99.95. The 
ATAR are calculated using results from three full-year 
tertiary admissions subjects (TAS) plus, the results 
from a fourth full-year tertiary admissions subject 
or other studies recognised by the SACE Board and 
universities.

Vocational Education and Training (VET). Many of 
these courses can be counted toward the SACE in the 
90 credit section of the pattern (see VET section at 
the back of the booklet).

Stage 1 or Stage 2
Subjects and/or Courses

90 Credits

90

60

1010
20 10

Stage 1
 Exploring Identities

and Futures 
10 Credits

Stage 2
Activating Identities

and Futures
10 Credits

Stage 2
Subjects and/or Courses

60 Credits

Stage 1 or Stage 2
Literacy

20 Credits

Stage 1 or Stage 2
Numeracy
10 Credits

C GRADE OR BETTER

SACE = 200 Credits
Requirements Stage 1
= 10 Credits

Requirements Stage 1 or Stage 2
= 30 Credits

Requirements Stage 2
= 70 Credits

Additional Choices
= 90 Credits

Most SACE subjects are recognised Tertiary 
Admissions Subjects, but there are some that aren’t 
recognised, and  
so can’t be used towards your ATAR:

•	 Community Studies

•	 Modified Subjects

•	 Local programs

Please consult your home group teacher or VET/SACE 
Leader to provide further information about subjects 
you should study to be eligible for further study, or 
check the SATAC website.

SACE
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The SACE planner
Exploring Identities and Futures = 10 credits

Compulsory Stage 1

Credits
10

Subtotal 10Literacy = 20 credits Choose from a range of English subjects or courses

Numeracy = 10 credits Choose from a range of mathematics subjects or courses

Stage 2 subjects or courses = 60 credits
Choose from a range of Stage 2 subjects and courses

Research Project = 10 credits
(Activating Identities and Futures from 2025)

Additional choices = 90 credits
Choose from a range of Stage 1 and Stage 2 subjects and courses

10

Subtotal 70

Subtotal 30

Subtotal 90

Total 200
Students must achieve a C grade or higher for
Stage 1 requirements and a C- or higher for
Stage 2 requirements to complete the SACE.

Students must achieve a grade or equivalent
for subjects and/or courses selected.

Choice of subjects and/or courses 
(Stage 1 and/or 2)

Compulsory Stage 2

Compulsory Stage 1 and Stage 2

To gain the SACE, you must earn 200 credits
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SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

English English

Mathematics Mathematics

Activating Identities and Futures 
(AIF) Elective

Elective Elective

Elective Elective

Elective Elective

Compulsory Subjects 

Students must achieve a C grade or 
better for their compulsory subjects.

•	 English 2 Semesters

•	 Mathematics 2 Semesters

•	 Activating Identities and Futures 
(AIF) (Stage 2 compulsory)  
1 Semester

Elective Subjects

Some subjects must be studied for a 
full year (both the A and B) to provide 
the required background knowledge 
for Stage 2, please read the descriptor 
for details).

•	 AFL Multicultural Power Cup 
(Integrated Learning)

•	 Ancient Studies

•	 Biology A & B

•	 Chemistry A & B

•	 Chinese Continuers A & B

•	 Chinese Background  
Speakers A & B

•	 Drama A & B

•	 Timber ConstructionRobotics

•	 Gaming & Animation

•	 Food & Hospitality A or B

•	 Health and Wellbeing

•	 Legal Studies

•	 Modern History

•	 Music Experience A & B

•	 Mathematics C

•	 Mathematics D

•	 Nutrition

•	 Physical Education A or B

•	 Physics A & B

•	 Psychology

•	 Research Project

•	 Visual Art – Art/Design A & B

•	 Creative Arts – Digital 
Photography

•	 Business Innovation

•	 Workplace Practices

Year 11
Subject Pattern
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Creative Arts – Digital 
Photography

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students undertake a specialised 
study with a photography 
focus, demonstrating their 
understanding through written 
or multimodal and practical 
experimentation. Students 
develop their investigative and 
photographic skills and techniques 
to produce a digital photography 
product that may be individually 
or collaboratively produced.

Assessment
Assessment for Creative Arts is  
as follows:

•	 Product & support materials

•	 Folio – Investigation, skills 
record and reflection

Pathway
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Creative Arts.

Arts

Drama A&B

1 or 2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester 
(If selecting for 1 Semester. Please 
choose Drama B)

Depending on numbers, students 
may join with the Stage 2 students 
in a full year 20 credit class.

Course Description
Students develop creativity, 
collaboration, critical thinking, 
and communication skills. 
Students will create a company 
to collaboratively produce a major 
production. They will select a 
role from the dramatic fields of 
acting, design and development. 
In groups, students will develop 
a hypothetical production pitch 
based on a dramatic form or 
practitioner. Individually students 
will respond to live theatre 
performances and workshop.

Assessment
•	 Group Production: 40%

•	 Responding to Drama: 30%

•	 Creative Synthesis: 30%.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Drama.

Special Requirements
$40-$60 for theatre excursions. 
Out of school hours rehearsals and 
performances will be required.

Visual Art – Art A&B

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students research, analyse, 
explore and experiment with media 
and technique, and resolve and 
produce practical work. They use 
visual thinking and investigation 
to develop ideas and concepts, 
refine technical skills, and produce 
imaginative solutions.

Students learn to communicate 
personal ideas, beliefs, values, 
thoughts, feelings, concepts 
and opinions, and provide 
observations of their lived or 
imagined experiences in visual 
form. Students will gain an 
understanding of drawing, printing, 
painting, sculpting and digital 
techniques through the study of 
both contemporary and historical 
artists. These practical skills are 
interwoven with a strong focus on 
how meaning is translated through 
visual artworks.

Assessment
Assessment for Visual Art is as 
follows:

•	 Visual Study

•	 Folio

•	 Practical

Year 11



Arts

Music Experience A&B

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Desired Background
Successful completion of Grade 
Two music theory and at least two 
years of instrumental tuition.

Course Description
Students will undertake four 
creative works throughout 
the year. At least one of these 
should be an arrangement or 
composition. All students will be 
expected to perform at music 
events throughout the year to 
develop their performance skills.

Students will also undertake four 
musical literacy tasks throughout 
the year. This will be done 
through aural and written theory 
assessments, musical analysis, 
reviews of external performances 
and/or reflections of their own 
performances. 
 

Assessment
Assessment for Music Experience 
is as follows:

•	 Creative Works

•	 Musical Literacy

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Music Explorations, 
Stage 2 Solo and Ensemble 
Performance.

Special Requirements
$15 is required for a Grade Three 
Music Theory Book. Instrumental 
lessons are expected for students, 
either through the Instrumental 
Music Service or privately, who 
wish to study Music to develop 
and support their skills in their 
chosen instrument and for 
performance assessments. After 
school, weekend and holiday 
rehearsals might be required for 
performances and assessments. 
Excursions to live performances 
might incur a fee.
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Cross-disciplinary

Activating Identities 
and Futures (AIF)

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
The purpose of Activating 
Identities and Futures is for 
students to take greater 
ownership and agency over their 
learning (learning how to learn) 
as they select relevant strategies 
(knowing what to do when you 
don’t know what to do) to explore, 
create and/or plan to progress an 
area of personal interest towards 
a learning output.

Students explore ideas related 
to an area of personal interest 
through a process of self-directed 
inquiry. They draw on knowledge, 
skills and capabilities developed 
throughout their education that 
they can apply in this new context 
and select relevant strategies 
to progress the learning to a 
resolution. The focus of the 
exploration aims to develop 
capabilities and support students 
in their chosen pathways.

Assessment
School assessment:

•	 Assessment Type 1: 
Portfolio (35%)

•	 Assessment Type 2: 
Progress Checks (35%)

External assessment :

•	 Assessment Type 3: 
Appraisal (30%)

Workplace Practices

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Stage 1 Workplace Practices has 
three areas of study:

•	 Industry and work knowledge

•	 Vocational learning

•	  VET

For the Industry and work 
knowledge area of study, students 
study three topics:

•	 Work in Australian Society

•	 The Changing Nature of Work

•	 Finding Employment

Students must participate in 
work experience, VET courses 
or worksite visits, or part-time 
employment (60 hours minimum).

Assessment
The following assessment types 
enable students to demonstrate 
their learning in Stage 2 Workplace 
Practices:

•	 Folio (25%)

•	 Performance (25%)

•	 Reflection (20%)

•	 Investigation (30%) – External.

Special Requirements
Students may be required 
to organise their own work 
experience placement for during 
their  
holiday time.

Year 11



Chinese Background 
Speakers A & B

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Course Description
This course is designed to develop 
inter cultural communication skills 
through examining relationships 
between language, culture and 
identity and reflecting on the 
ways in which culture is created, 
expressed and communicated 
through language. Students 
develop their capability to 
communicate, interact, and 
negotiate meanings within and 
across languages/cultures. They 
clarify, extend, and develop ideas 
and opinions on the prescribed 
themes and contemporary issues, 
and reach reasoned conclusions 
through critical engagement 
with a diversity of sources and 
perspectives. Themes: The 
individual, The Chinese-speaking 
communities, the changing world.

Assessment
Students demonstrate evidence of 
their learning through the following 
assessment types:

•	 Interaction

•	 Text Production

•	 Text Analysis

•	 Investigation

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for 
Stage 2 Chinese Background 
Speakers.

Chinese Continuers A & B

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Course Description
Students  will  learn  to  
communicate  meaningfully 
and effectively through the four 
macro skills of language learning 
– Reading, Writing, Listening and 
Speaking. Students will engage 
in Concept based learning 
experiences in order to increase 
their ability to communicate in 
an increasingly global context. 
Learners interact with a broader 
range of Chinese speakers, 
using the spoken language to 
participate in discussions and 
other interactions. Learners are 
supported to develop autonomy 
as language learners and users, 
to self-monitor, and to adjust 
language in response to their 
experience in increasingly diverse 
contexts. They access characters 
and vocabulary from a range of 
print and digital resources and 
online and print dictionaries.

Themes: The individual, The 
Chinese-speaking communities, 
The changing world

Assessment
Assessment at Stage 1 is school 
based. Students demonstrate 
evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types:

•	 Interaction

•	 Text Production

•	 Text Analysis

•	 Investigation

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for 
Stage 2 Chinese Continuers.

Chinese
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English

English

Full Year 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Course Description
This course is designed for 
students who intend to study 
English at SACE Stage 2, Year 
12 level. English is approved for 
University entrance although if 
applying for University entrance 
outside of SA it would be wise to 
check the course requirements.

There is an emphasis on 
analysing a range of texts and 
students producing their own 
texts. Students will produce text 
responses to novels, plays, films, 
poems and short stories.

Assessment
Assessment for English is as 
follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: Responding 
to text

•	 Assessment Type 2: Creating 
text

•	 Assessment Type 3: Intertextual 
Study.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 English, University: 
Arts and Humanities or TAFE.

Essential English

Full Year 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Course Description
The course is designed to meet 
the needs of students who 
are seeking to meet the SACE 
literacy requirement and literacy 
skills necessary for effective 
communication in the community 
and work force. There is an 
emphasis on communication, 
comprehension, analysis and text 
creation.

Students study and create 
texts appropriate for this 
course. Students must present 
written and oral responses for 
assessment.

Assessment
Assessment for Essential English 
is as follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: Responding 
to text

•	 Assessment Type 2: Creating 
text

•	 Assessment Type 3: Intertextual 
Study.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for the Stage 2 Essential English 
at Year 12. Essential English at 
Stage 2 is an ATAR approved 
subject. If applying for universities 
outside of SA check the entrance 
requirements.

Health & Physical Education

AFL Multicultural Power Cup 
(Integrated Learning)

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students will participate in 
practical and theory work in 
AFL Multicultural Power Cup 
(Integrated Learning). Students 
engage in 4 assessment 
tasks that focus on the key 
areas of study; Intercultural 
Understanding and Personal and 
Social Capability. This course 
supports students to identify and 
investigate information, ideas and 
skills from different perspectives 
as well as demonstrating self-
awareness in reflecting on 
learning. At the conclusion of the 
course, students participate in a 
1-day AFL Multicultural carnival, 
facilitated by the Port Power 
Football Club.

Assessment
Assessment for AFL Multicultural 
Power Cup (Integrated Learning) is 
as follows:

•	 Practical Exploration: Guernsey 
Design

•	 Connections: Podcast/video film 
discussion

•	 Personal Venture: Interview/
comparative report

•	 Practical Exploration: Multimodal 
Reflection 

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Physical Education.

Special Requirements
Plympton International H&PE  
uniform – shirt and shorts.

Year 11



Health & Physical Education

Physical Education

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students are involved in both 
theory and practical lessons, 
spending on average three - 
four weeks on particular sports, 
games and or activities. Students 
will learn and apply exercise 
physiology and biomechanical 
concepts. Students will focus 
on evaluating and refining their 
own and others’ movement 
skills, game tactics and fitness. 
Students will evaluate theirs and 
other’s performances throuh the 
use of video analysis, reflections, 
comparisons against professional 
athletes and use GPS Game Data 
Analysis tools. Some of the likely 
sports, games and activities to 
be covered include: Badminton, 
Ultimate Frisbee, Golf, Hockey, 
Table Tennis and Fitness.

Assessment
Assessment for Physical 
Education is as follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: 
Performance Improvement 
Analysis

•	 Assessment Type 2: Physical 
Activity Investigation

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Physical Education.

Special Requirements
Plympton International HPE  
uniform - shirt and shorts. 
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Outdoor Education 
1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students develop practical skills, 
leadership, and environmental 
awareness through active 
engagement in natural 
environments. Learning includes 
a 3‑day expedition and off-
site experiences such as hiking 
and kayaking, focusing on 
sustainability, minimal impact 
camping, group dynamics, 
and Indigenous perspectives. 
Students plan, participate in, and 
critically reflect on their outdoor 
experiences, building resilience and 
a deeper connection to nature.

Assessment
Assessment for Outdoor 
Education is a follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: About 
Natural Environments

•	 Assessment Type 2: Experiences 
in Natural Environments

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for a possible health pathway. 

Special Requirements
Plympton International HPE 
uniform – shirt and shorts. An 
additional fee of $300 includes 
transport, hire of specialist

equipment and facilities.
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Modern History

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students explore changes within 
the world since 1750, examining 
developments and movements, 
the ideas that inspired them, 
and their short-term and long-
term consequences for societies, 
systems, and individuals. Through 
their studies, students build 
their skills in historical method 
through inquiry, by examining and 
evaluating the nature of sources. 
Students explore different 
interpretations, draw conclusions, 
and develop reasoned historical 
arguments.

Assessment
Assessment for Modern History 
is as follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: 
Historical Skills

•	 Assessment Type 2:  
Historical Study

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
and skills for Stage 2 Modern 
History and Ancient Studies.

Europe, and Western Asia, and the 
classical civilisations of Greece 
and Rome. They consider the 
environmental, social, economic, 
religious, cultural, and aesthetic 
aspects of societies. Students 
also explore the ideas and 
innovations that shape and are 
shaped by societies.

Assessment
Assessment for Ancient Studies 
is as follows:

•	 Assessment type 1: 
Skills and Applications

•	 Assessment Type 2: 
Inquiry 

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
and skills for Stage 2 Ancient 
Studies and Modern History.

Legal Studies

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Legal Studies focuses on the 
use of laws and legal systems to 
create harmony within dynamic 
and evolving communi- ties. 
Students explore and develop their 
understanding of the concepts of 
rights, fairness and justice, power, 
and change. These concepts 
are examined in the con- text of 
law-making, law enforcement, 
and dispute resolution, and 
should be applied to a range of 
contemporary Australian issues. .

Assessment
Assessment for Legal Studies 
is as follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: 
Analytical Response

•	 Assessment Type 2: Inquiry

Pathways
Provides background  
knowledge and skills for  
Stage 2 Legal Studies.

Humanities & Social Sciences

Ancient Studies

Year 11

Business Innovation

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students develop the knowledge, 
skills and understanding to 
engage in business contexts 
in the modern world. They 
consider the opportunities and 
challenges associated with 
start-up and existing businesses 
and consider how digital and 
emerging technologies may 
present opportunities to 
enhance business models and 
analyse the responsibilities and 
impact of proposed business 
models on global and local 
communities. Students develop 
their understanding of underlying 
problems or needs, and begin to 
propose and test hypotheses 
relating to the customer, problem 
and solution. As students develop 
these skills, they will anticipate, 
find and solve their own problems. 
Risk is encouraged and provides 
an opportunity to pivot during the 
iterative process of proposing, 
developing, testing and refining 
solutions.

Assessment
Assessment for Business 
Innovation is as follows:

•	 Assessment type 1: 
Business Skills 

•	 Assessment Type 2: 
Business Pitch

Pathways
Provides background knowledge and 
skills for Stage 2 Business Innovation. 
 
 

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students learn about the history, 
literature, society, and culture of 
ancient civilisations, which may 
include those of Asia–Australia, 



Mathematics

General Mathematics

One or 2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 each Semester 
(20 credits is recommended  
preparation for Stage 2 Essential 
Mathematics)

Course Description
This course allows students to 
extend their mathematical skills 
in ways that apply practical 
problem solving and mathematical 
modelling in everyday contexts. 
A problem-based approach is 
integral to the development 
of mathematical skills and the 
associated key ideas in this 
subject.

Topics  studied  cover  a  range  
of  applications of mathematics, 
including: personal financial 
management, measurement 
and trigonometry, the statistical 
investigation process, modelling 
using linear functions, and discrete 
modelling using networks and 
matrices. In this subject there is 
an emphasis on consolidating 
students’ computational and 
algebraic skills and expanding 
their ability to reason and analyse 
mathematically.

Stage 1 Essential Mathematics 
consists of the following seven 
topics:

Topic 1: Investing and Borrowing 
Topic 2: Measurement 
Topic 3: Statistical Investigation 
Topic 4: Applications of 
Trigonometry  
Topic 5: Linear and Exponential 
Functions  
Topic 6: Matrices and Networks 
Topic 7: Open Topic

Programs for a 10-credit subject 
will include at least three topics. 
Topics may be studied, taking 
into account student interests, 
and preparation for pathways 
into future study of mathematics. 
Programs for a 20-credit subject 
will be made up of at least six 
topics.

Assessment
Assessment for General 
Mathematics 
is as follows:

•	 Skills and Applications tasks

•	 Directed Investigations

•	 Folio of work

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Essential Mathematics. 
All students are required to 
complete at least 1 Semester of 
Stage 1 Numeracy (10 credits) at a 
C grade or better. We recommend 
all students to complete a full 
year.

Special Requirements
Graphics calculator (Casio 
FX-CG50).
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Mathematics

Mathematics

2, 3 or 4 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20, 30 or 40 
credits preparation for Stage 2 
Mathematical Methods; 40 credits 
is recommended preparation for 
Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics)

Requirements for Success: An 
average of a “B” grade or better in 
Year 10 Mathematics, plus teacher 
recommendation.

Course Description
This course builds on the 
mathematical knowledge, 
understanding, and skills that 
students have developed 
in Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and 
Statistics and Probability. Stage 
1 Mathematics is organised into 
topics that broaden students’ 
mathematical experience, and 
provide a variety of contexts 
for incorporating mathematical 
arguments and problem solving. 
The topics provide a blending of 
algebraic and geometric thinking. 
There is increasing complexity of 
content, applications and level of 
abstraction.

Topic 1: Functions and graphs 
Topic 2: Polynomials 
Topic 3: Trigonometry 
Topic 4: Counting and Statistics 
Topic 5: Growth and Decay 
Topic 6: Introduction to 
Differential Calculus 
Topic 7: Sequences and Series 
Topic 8: Vectors in the Plane 
Topic 9: Geometry and Vector 
Proof 
Topic 10: Real and Complex 
Topic 11: Further Trigonometry 
Topic 12: Matrices 

Topic 13: Mathematical Inductions

Students who want to undertake 
Stage 2 Mathematical Methods 
or Specialist Mathematics should 
study 30 credits (3 Semesters) of 
Stage 1 Mathematics. 

Assessment
Assessment for Mathematics is as 
follows:

•	 Skills and Applications tasks

•	 Directed Investigations

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Mathematical 
Methods and Stage 2 Specialist 
Mathematics.

Special Requirements
Graphics calculator (Casio 
FX-CG50).

Essential Mathematics A&B

One or 2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Course Description
Students extend their 
mathematical skills in ways 
that apply to practical problem 
solving in everyday and workplace 
contexts. A problem-based 
approach is integral to the 
development of mathematical 
skills and associated key ideas 
in this subject. Topics studied 
cover a range of applications of 
mathematics, including: general 
calculation, measurement and 
geometry, money management, 
and statistics. In this subject 
there is an emphasis on extending 
students’ computational skills and 
expanding their ability to apply 
their mathematical skills in flexible 
and resourceful ways.

Stage 1 Essential Mathematics 
consists of the following seven 
topics:

Topic 1: Calculations, Time, and 
Ratio 
Topic 2: Earning and Spending 
Topic 3: Geometry 
Topic 4: Data in Context 
Topic 5: Measurement 
Topic 6: Investing 
Topic 7: Open Topic

Programs for each 10-credit 
subject will include at least three 
topics. Topics may be studied 
taking into account student 
interests, and preparation for 
pathways into future work.

Assessment
Assessment for Essential 
Mathematics is as follows:

•	 Skills and Applications tasks

•	 Folio of work.

Year 11



Science

Biology A & B

1 or 2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Requirement for Success: An 
average of a “B” grade or better 
in Year 10 Science, plus teacher 
recommendation.

Course Description
The study of Biology is 
constructed around inquiry 
into the diversity of life as it 
has evolved, the structure and 
function of living things, and how 
they interact with other species 
and their environments.

Students investigate biological 
systems and their interactions, 
from the perspectives of energy, 
control, structure and function, 
exchange in microscopic cellular 
structures and processes, through 
to macroscopic ecosystem 
dynamics. These investigations 
allow students to extend the skills, 
knowledge, and understanding 
that enable them to explore and 
explain everyday observations, 
find solutions to biological issues 
and problems, and understand how 
biological science impacts on their 
lives, society, and the environment. 
They apply their understanding 
of the interconnectedness of 
biological systems to evaluate the 
impact of human activity on the 
natural world.

The three strands of science to 

be integrated throughout student 
learning are science inquiry skills, 
science as a human endeavor and 
science understanding.

The topics for Stage 1 Biology are:

Topic 1: Cells and microorganisms 
Topic 2: Infectious disease 
Topic 3: Multicellular organisms 
Topic 4: Biodiversity and 
ecosystem dynamics

For a 10-credit subject, students 
study a selection of concepts 
from at least two of these topics.

For a 20-credit subject, students 
study a selection of concepts 
from all four topics.

Assessment
Assessment for Biology is as 
follows:

•	 Skills & Applications Tasks

•	 Investigations Folio.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Biology.

Special Requirements
Possible excursions.
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Science

Chemistry A & B

1 or 2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Requirement for Success: An 
average of a “B” grade or better 
in Year 10 Science, plus teacher 
recommendation.

Course Description
In their study of Chemistry, 
students develop and extend their 
understanding of how the physical 
world is chemically constructed, 
the interaction between human 
activities and the environment, 
and the use that human beings 
make of the planet’s resources. 
They explore examples of how 
scientific understanding is 
dynamic and develops with new 
evidence, which may involve the 
application of new technologies.

Students consider examples of 
benefits and risks of chemical 
knowledge to the wider 
community, along with the 
capacity of chemical knowledge 
to inform public debate on social 
and environmental issues. The 
study of Chemistry helps students 
to make informed decisions about 
interacting with and modifying 
nature, and explore options such 
as green or sustainable chemistry, 
which seeks to reduce the 
environmental impact of chemical 
products and processes.

The three strands of science to 

be integrated throughout student 
learning are: science inquiry skills, 
science as a human endeavor and 
science understanding.

The topics for Stage 1 Chemistry 
are:

Topic 1: Materials and their atoms 
Topic 2: Combinations of atoms 
Topic 3: Molecules 
Topic 4: Mixtures and solution 
Topic 5: Acid and bases 
Topic 6: Redox reactions

For a 10-credit subject, students 
study a selection of concepts 
from at least three of these topics.

For a 20-credit subject, students 
study a selection of concepts 
from all six topics.

Assessment
Assessment for Chemistry is as 
follows:

•	 Skills & Applications Tasks

•	 Investigations Folio.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Chemistry.

Special Requirements
Possible excursions.

Year 11



Science

Nutrition

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Nutrition is a science that 
immerses students in the 
fundamentals of human nutrition, 
physiology, and health, and 
promotes investigation of current 
and emerging trends. It is the 
study of dietary, lifestyle, and 
healthy eating patterns with 
specific focus on nutrients in food, 
how the body uses nutrients, and 
the relationship between diet, 
health, and disease. Students 
develop an understanding of the 
need to evaluate food systems 
and food quality standards, 
marketing of food, food 
availability, and cultural influences 
on food selection.

Assessment
Assessment for Nutrition is as 
follows:

•	 Skills and Applications Tasks

•	 Investigations Folio

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Nutrition.

Psychology

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
The course provides students 
with an opportunity to extend 
their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of the three strands 
of science through a psychological 
lens. Students focus on Science 
inquiry skills, Science as a Human 
Endeavour (SHE) and Science 
understanding (Design and 
Deconstruct). Topics are chosen 
from a combination of: Cognitive 
Psychology, Neuropsychology, 
Lifespan Psychology, Emotion, 
Psychological Wellbeing, 
Negotiated Topic or Psychology 
in Context, which may include; 
Cyberpsychology, Organisational 
Psychology, Forensic Psychology, 
Indigenous Psychology, 
Environmental Psychology, 
Exercise and Sport Psychology.

Assessment
Assessment for Stage 1 
Psychology includes:

•	 Investigations Folio – SHE Task 
& Investigation (Design and 
Deconstruct)

•	 Skills and Applications Tasks, 
which may include topic 
tests, film analysis and an 
examination.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Psychology.
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Science

Physics A & B

1 or 2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester

Requirement for Success: An 
average of a “B” grade or better 
in Year 10 Science, plus teacher 
recommendation.

Course Description
The study of Physics is 
constructed around using 
qualitative and quantitative 
models, laws, and theories to 
better understand matter, forces, 
energy, and the interaction among 
them. Physics seeks to explain 
natural phenomena, from the 
subatomic world to the macro 
cosmos, and to make predictions 
about them. The models, laws, 
and theories in physics are based 
on evidence obtained from 
observations, measurements, 
and active experimentation over 
thousands of years.

By studying physics, students 
understand how new evidence can 
lead to the refinement of existing 
models and theories and to the 
development of different, more 
complex ideas, technologies, and 
innovations.

The three strands of science to 

be integrated throughout student 
learning are science inquiry skills, 
science as a human endeavor and 
science understanding.

The topics for Stage 1 Physics are:

Topic 1: Linear motion and forces 
Topic 2: Electric circuits 
Topic 3: Heat 
Topic 4: Energy and momentum 
Topic 5: Waves 
Topic 6: Nuclear models and 
radioactivity

For a 10-credit subject, students 
study a selection of concepts 
from at least three of these topics.

For a 20-credit subject, students 
study a selection of concepts 
from all six topics.

Assessment
Assessment for Physics is as 
follows:

•	 Skills & Applications Tasks

•	 Investigations Folio.

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Physics.

Special Requirements
Possible excursions.

Year 11



Timber Construction

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students plan and build wooden 
products using a mix of traditional 
tools and new technologies. 
They learn how to sketch and 
model ideas with CAD software. 
Through testing and making, they 
improve their designs and learn 
practical skills useful in design and 
construction. Sustainability and 
recycling are also explored through 
material selection and  
design choices. 

Assessment:
•	 Skill and Application Tasks

•	 Folio

•	 Product

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Design and Technology 
– Material Products.

Special Requirements
Possible materials depending on 
project.

Technology

Robotics

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students take on the role of 
engineers by building smart 
systems. They code and wire 
up sensors and motors using 
Arduino. Tools like 3D printers 
and laser cutters help bring their 
designs to life. Students also learn 
how to test and troubleshoot 
their systems. They explore how 
hardware and software interact in 
automated systems, documenting 
their work in a professional  
digital folio. 

Assessment:
•	 Skill and Application Tasks

•	 Folio

•	 Product

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Design and 
Technology.
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Technology

Gaming & Animation

1 Semester 
SACE Credits 10 credits

Course Description
Students are introduced to 
the world of game design and 
3D animation. They learn how 
to design interactive games 
and animated experiences by 
developing characters, objects, 
and environments using industry-
standard software such as Maya 
and Unreal Engine. 
 
Assessment:

•  Skill and Application Tasks 

•  Folio 

•  Product  

Pathways 

Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Design and 
Technology.

Food and Hospitality A&B

1 or 2 Semesters (Topics & 
assessment tasks are different in 
each semester) 
SACE Credits 10 credits each 
Semester 
If selecting for 1 Semester. Please 
choose Food & Hospitality B

Course Description
Students develop skills in cooking, 
food safety, and working in 
teams. They explore food trends, 
cultural foods, and issues like 
sustainability and nutrition. 
Learning is hands-on, and 
students complete group tasks, 
research projects, and practical 
cooking activities. Units may 
include current food issues, food 
service, and the role of hospitality 
in local communities.

Assessment:
Assessment for Food & Hospitality 
is as follows:

•	 Practical Activities

•	 Group Activities

•	 Investigation

Pathways
Provides background knowledge 
for Stage 2 Food & Hospitality and 
industry related VET courses.

Special Requirements
Please note: Additional costs may 
apply, depending on individual 
project choices.

Year 11



SEMESTER 1 & 2

Subject 1
20 Credits

Subject 2
20 Credits

Subject 3
20 Credits

Subject 4
20 Credits

Study Line

Study Line

Study Line

To achieve SACE, students 
must study either three full 
year Stage 2 subjects or the 
equivalent 60 credits worth 
of VET Certificate III courses. 
However, students wishing to 
achieve an ATAR must have 
at least 90 credits at Stage 2 
(this can include the Activating 
Futures and Identities studied 
in Year 11); of which only 20 
credits can be counted from 
VET courses. All students at 
Plympton International College 
are required to study a minimum 
of four Year 12 subjects, with the 
option of choosing a fifth should 
they wish to maximise their 
chances of a higher ATAR.

Each of the following subjects 
are 20 credit (full year) Stage 2 
SACE subjects:

•	 Biology

•	 Chemistry

•	 Chinese Background Speakers 
& Continuers

•	 Timber Construction

•	 Gaming & Animation

•	 Drama

•	 English

•	 Essential English

•	 Food & Hospitality

•	 Essential Mathematics

•	 General Mathetmatics

•	 Mathematical Methods

•	 Specialist Mathematics

•	 Music Explorations

•	 Music Performance Ensemble/
Solo (10 Stage 2 credits each)

•	 Legal Studies

•	 Modern History

•	 Nutrition

•	 Physical Education

•	 Sports Education (Integrated 
Learning)

•	 Physics

•	 Psychology

•	 Visual Art – Art

•	 Visual Art – Design

•	 Creative Arts – Digital 
Photography

•	 Business Innovation

•	 Workplace Practices

Year 12
Subject Pattern
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Creative Art – Digital 
Photography or another  
area of Arts study

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Students undertake a specialised 
study with an arts focus 
demonstrating their understanding 
through written, multimodal and 
practical experimentation. Students 
develop their investigative and 
artistic skills to produce a range of 
art products.

Assessment
•	 Product 50%

•	 Inquiry 20%

•	 Practical Skills 30%  
(External Assessment)

Arts

Visual Art – Art / Design

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
In Visual Art, students express 
ideas through practical work using 
drawings, sketches, diagrams, 
models, prototypes, photographs 
and/or multimedia techniques 
leading to resolved pieces. 
Students will have opportunities 
to research, consolidate their 
understanding and reflect upon 
visual art works in their cultural 
and historical contexts. Students 
will strengthen their ability to 
communicate personal ideas, 
beliefs, values, thoughts, feelings, 
concepts and opinions, and 
provide observations of their lived 
or imagined experiences in visual 
form. Students will undertake the 
study of both contemporary and 
historical artists.

Assessment
Assessment for Visual Art is as 
follows:

•	 School-based – Folio 40%

•	 Practical 30%

•	 Study 30% (External 
Assessment)

Pathways
Provides a background for 
university, vocational education 
and training and employment in 
the visual arts.

Special Requirements
An excursion to a gallery and the 
SACE Board art show forms part 
of the course.

Year 12

Drama

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
The emphasis is on dramatic 
theory and practice. Students 
work independently and in groups 
to analyse dramatic works and 
innovators to devise creative 
interpretations of these works 
in practical and collaborative 
ways. Students will participate in 
a major group production either 
as an actor or as an off stage 
practitioner.

Assessment
•	 Group production 40%

•	 Evaluation and creativity 30%

•	 Creative presentation 30% 
(externally assessed)

Special Requirements
$40-$60 for theatre excursions. 
Out of school hours rehearsals and 
performances will be required.



Arts
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Music Performance – Ensemble

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 Credits

Desired Background
Successful completion of Grade 
Three music theory and at least 
three years of instrumental tuition.

Course Description
Students develop and extend 
their practical music-making 
skills through performing works 
in an ensemble. They apply their 
musical understanding, skills, 
and techniques in refining and 
performing music. Students 
analyse their repertoire, and 
critique strategies to rehearse 
and develop their performances, 
and contribute and collaborate 
as effective members of an 
ensemble. They apply their 
knowledge and understanding 
of the style, structure, and 
conventions appropriate to 
the repertoire, in developing 
and refining their musical 
performances, their musical 
imagination, and their own ideas 
about and appreciation of music 
(SACE, 2022).

Music Explorations

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Desired Background
Successful completion of Grade 
Three music theory and at least 
three years of instrumental tuition.

Course Description
Students develop and apply 
knowledge and understanding 
of musical elements in exploring 
and experimenting with music. 
They explore and experiment 
with musical styles, influences, 
techniques and/or production, 
apply musical literacy skills, 
analyse and discuss musical 
works, collate findings from 
exploration of music, and reflect 
on and critique own learning within 
music.

Assessment
Assessment for Music 
Explorations is as follows:

•	 Musical Literacy

•	 Explorations

•	 Creative Connection (External 
Assessment)

Special Requirements
All students must be attending 
instrumental lessons through 
the Instrumental Music Service 
or through private tuition. After 
school, weekend and holiday 
rehearsals might be required for 
performances and assessments. 
Excursions to live performances 
might incur a fee.
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Arts

Year 12

Music Performance – Ensemble

Assessment
Assessment for Music 
Performance is as follows:

•	 Performance 30%

•	 Performance and Discussion 
40%

•	 Performance Portfolio 30% 
(External Assessment)

Special Requirements
All students must be attending 
instrumental lessons through 
the Instrumental Music Service 
or through private tuition. After 
school, weekend and holiday 
rehearsals might be required for 
performances and assessments. 
Excursions to live performances 
might incur a fee.

Music Performance is made up 
of two 10 credit Stage 2 subjects 
Ensemble and Solo.

Music Ensemble and Music Solo 
are 10 credits subjects and put 
together to make a full year 
composition.

Music Performance – Solo

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 10 Credits

Desired Background
Successful completion of Grade 
Three music theory and at least 
three years of instrumental tuition.

Course Description
Students develop and extend 
their practical music-making 
skills through performing works 
for their chosen instrument(s) 
and/or voice. They apply their 
musical understanding, skills, 
technique, and accuracy in 
refining and performing music, 
and in developing stage presence 
and skills in engaging an audience. 
Students analyse their chosen 
repertoire, and critique strategies 
to develop their performances, 
and reflect on and evaluate 
their performances as a soloist. 
They apply their knowledge 
and understanding of the style, 
structure, and conventions 
appropriate to their chosen 
repertoire, in crafting their musical 
performances, developing their 
musical imagination, and in 
communicating their own ideas 
about and appreciation of music 
(SACE, 2022).

Assessment
Assessment for Music 
Performance is as follows:

•	 Performance 30%

•	 Performance and Discussion 
40%

•	 Performance Portfolio 30% 
(External Assessment)

Special Requirements
All students must be attending 
instrumental lessons through 
the Instrumental Music Service 
or through private tuition. After 
school, weekend and holiday 
rehearsals might be required for 
performances and assessments. 
Excursions to live performances 
might incur a fee.

Music Performance is made up 
of two 10 credit Stage 2 subjects 
Ensemble and Solo.



Cross-disciplinary Chinese
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Chinese Background 
Speakers

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
In Chinese (background speakers) 
students develop intercultural 
communication skills through 
examining relationships between 
language, culture, and identity and 
reflecting on the ways in which 
culture is created, expressed and 
communicated through language. 
They develop their capability 
to communicate, interact, and 
negotiate meanings within and 
across languages and cultures. 

Students clarify, extend, and 
develop their ideas and opinions 
on the prescribed themes and 
contemporary issues, and 
reach reasoned conclusions 
through critical engagement 
with a diversity of sources and 
perspectives. The study of 
themes, presented through a 
range of texts, enables students 
to reflect on how languages work 
as a system, and the ways in 
which culture is expressed through 
language. 

Students develop skills in 
exchanging,  
analysing, and evaluating 
information, opinions, and ideas.

Assessment
Students demonstrate evidence of 
their learning through the following 
assessment types:

School-based Assessment	  
70%

•	 Folio 50%

•	 In-depth study 20%

External Assessment 30%

•	 Examination 30%

•	 Oral examination

•	 Written examination

Workplace Practices

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Stage 2 Workplace Practices has 
three areas of study:

•	 Industry and work knowledge

•	 Vocational learning

•	 VET

For the Industry and work 
knowledge area of study, students 
study three topics:

•	 Work in Australian Society

•	 The Changing Nature of Work

•	 Finding Employment

Students must participate in 
work experience, VET courses 
or worksite visits, or part-time 
employment (60 hours minimum).

Assessment
The following assessment types 
enable students to demonstrate 
their learning in Stage 2 Workplace 
Practices:

•	 Folio (25%)

•	 Performance (25%)

•	 Reflection (20%)

•	 Investigation (30%) – External

Special Requirements
Students may be required 
to organise their own work 
experience placement for during 
their holiday time.
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Chinese English

Year 12

Chinese Continuers

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
The continuers’ level languages are 
designed for students who have 
studied the language for 400 to 
500 hours by the time they have 
completed Stage 2, or who have 
an equivalent level of knowledge. 
In these languages subjects, 
students interact with others to 
share information, ideas, opinions 
and experiences. They create 
texts in the specific language 
to express information, feelings, 
ideas and opinions. They analyse 
texts to interpret meaning, and 
examine relationships between 
language, culture and identity, 
and reflect on the ways in which 
culture influences communication. 
The focus capabilities for this 
subject are communication and 
citizenship.

Themes covered are: the 
individual, the Chinese-speaking 
communities, the changing world.

Assessment
Internal Assessment 70%

•	 Folio

•	 In-depth study

External Assessment 30%

•	 Oral examination

•	 Written examination

English

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
To further develop effective 
communication skills in written 
and spoken language, including 
the study of a range of texts with 
a balance between the analysis of 
stylistic and textual features of 
texts and the creation of students 
own texts.

Students create written, oral and/
or multimodal texts for procedural, 
imaginative, analytical, persuasive, 
and/or different purposes. 
Students respond to texts in a 
range of ways to demonstrate 
skills in analysis and evaluating of 
ideas and stylistic techniques.

Students create:

•	 Three texts

•	 One writer’s statement

•	 At least one text should be 
written

The three texts should total a 
maximum of 3000 words and the 
writer’s statement should be a 
maximum of 1000 words: an oral 
and/or multimodal text or writer’s 
statement should be of equivalent 

length (6 Minutes).

Students produce three responses 
to texts:

•	 Two responses must be written 
and one must be oral.

•	 Either the oral response or 
one of the written pieces may 
be replaced by a multimodal 
response.

Students complete a written 
Comparative Analysis of two 
texts and evaluate how the 
language features, stylistic 
features and conventions in these 
texts are used to represent ideas, 
perspectives and/or aspects 
of culture, and to influence 
audiences.

Assessment
Assessment for English is as 
follows:

School Assessment

•	 Responding to texts 30%

•	 Creating texts 40%

External Assessment

•	 Comparative Analysis 30%
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Essential English

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Students respond to a range 
of texts that instruct, engage, 
challenge, inform and connect 
readers to the community in a 
practical and functional way. They 
consider information, ideas and 
perspectives represented in the 
chosen texts. Students create 
procedural, imaginative, analytical, 
interpretive, or persuasive texts 
appropriate to context. The 
Language Study focuses on the 
use of language by people in a 
context outside of the classroom.

Assessment
Assessment for English is as 
follows:

School Assessment

•	 Responding to texts

•	 Creating texts

External Assessment

•	 Language Study

English Health & Physical Education

Physical Education

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Students explore the participa-
tion in and performance of human 
physical activities. Students 
explore their physical capacities 
and investigate the factors that 
influence and improve participa-
tion and performance outcomes. 

Students will extend and apply 
skills in collecting reliable and eth-
ical evidence and data, including 
the use of technology (e.g. apps 
and video analysis tools). Students 
undertake a personal journey of 
improvement with a focus on a 
school, community‑based or indi-
vidual physical activity. They 
reflect on their participation and/
or performance to identify an 
aspect of physical activity for 
improvement. Students prepare 
for and participate in a selected 
sport or physical activity, working 
collaboratively with one or more 
other people in a group. Students 
undertake at least one role within 
the group, demonstrating their 
value to the group and their learn-
ing in, through, and about the 
selected sport or physical activ-
ity. They evaluate and analyse 
the impact their role had on the 
participation and performance of 
other group member(s).
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Year 12

Health & Physical Education

Sport Education (Integrated Learning)

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
From the Integrated Learning 
SACE subject, this course focuses 
on Sport, Health & Physical 
Activity while developing the 
SACE General Capabilities.

Underpinning the design of 
Integrated Learning is an 
emphasis on students making 
links between their learning and 
their capabilities. They make 
meaning from experiences in 
order to recognise themselves as 
confident and creative individuals, 
and critical and evaluative 
thinkers with the necessary life 
skills to contribute to society as 
active and informed citizens.

Students will be involved in three 
practical activities (sports), each 
of which will have a different task 
attached to it.

One – two Connections task 
where Students undertake a task 
or activity to be achieved through 
collaboration. They identify their 
individual role and responsibility 
in the task/project, and 
communicate their contribution. 
They evaluate their learning as 
a result of their collaboration, 
and consider self assessment, 
feedback from others, and 
their development of a relevant 
capability.

One Personal Endeavour. The 
personal endeavour is likely to 
be an inquiry-based or practical-
based investigation, or a 
combination of these.

The personal endeavour is an 
opportunity for students to 
explore an area of the program 
focus that is of interest to them. 
They individually select the area 
of interest for their personal 
endeavour, explore and analyse 
relevant information, concepts, 
ideas, and skills, and communicate 
their ideas and opinions about 
them. Students in the same 
class must each have a different 
personal endeavour.

Assessment
Assessment for Physical 
Education 
is as follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: 
Practical Inquiry (40%) – three 
tasks

•	 Assessment Type 2: 
Connections (30%) – two tasks

•	 Assessment Type 3: 
Personal Endeavour (30%) – one 
task

Pathways
University courses, vocational 
education and training, 
employment in fields such as sport 
and recreation.

Special Requirements
Plympton International College 
HPE uniform. $400 for Aquatics 
Surf Camp.

Students can choose from 
either Physical Education or 
Sports Education (Integrated 
Learning). 

Both subjects have a  
compulsory Aquatics camp, 
with a cost of $400.00

Students will participate in various 
physical activities, theme-based 
games and sports, fitness and 
recreational activities.

Assessment
Assessment for Physical 
Education is as follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: 
Diagnostics (30%) – 2 tasks

•	 Assessment Type 2: 
Self-Improvement Portfolio 
(40%) – 1 task

•	 Assessment Type 3: Group 
Dynamics (30%) – 1 task -      
Externally Moderated

 
Special Requirements
Plympton International College 
HPE shirt and shorts.  
Surfing camp: $400.00.

Physical Education



Physical Education

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Students explore the participation 
in and performance of human 
physical activities. It is an experiential 
subject in which students explore 
their physical capacities and 
investigate the factors that influence 
and improve participation and 
performance outcomes, which lead 
to greater movement confidence and 
competence. Physical activities can 
include sports, theme-based games, 
fitness and recreational activities.

Assessment
Assessment for Physical Education 
is as follows:

•	 Assessment Type 1: 
Diagnostics 30% (two tasks)

•	 Assessment Type 2: 
Improvement Analysis 40% (one 
task)

•	 Assessment Type 3: Group 
Dynamics 30% (one task – 
externally moderated)

Special Requirements
Plympton International College PE 
shirt. 
Surfing camp: $400.00.
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Humanities & Social Sciences

Business Innovation

Full Year 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Stage 2 Business Innovation 
equips students with 
the knowledge, skills and 
understandings to engage 
in designing, sustaining and 
transforming business in the 
modern world. Students will 
‘learn through doing’ using design 
thinking and planning tools and 
processed, to anticipate, find 
and solve problems. Students 
will engage with complex, 
dynamic, real world problems to 
identify, design, test, iterate and 
communicate viable business 
solutions. Throughout the course 
students will develop and apply 
their understanding of financial 
literacy, information management, 
design thinking, innovation and 
project management. Students 
are encouraged to take risk, think 
creatively and collaboratively. 

Students develop the knowledge, 
skills and understanding to 
engage in business contexts 
in the modern world. They 
consider the opportunities and 
challenges associated with 
start-up and existing businesses 
and consider how digital and 
emerging technologies may 
present opportunities to 
enhance business models and 
analyse the responsibilities and 
impact of proposed business 
models on global and local 
communities. Students develop 
their understanding of underlying 
problems or needs, and begin to 
propose and test hypotheses 
relating to the customer, problem 
and solution. As students develop 
these skills, they will anticipate, 

find and solve their own problems. 
Risk is encouraged and provides 
an opportunity to pivot during the 
iterative process of proposing, 
developing, testing and refining 
solutions.

Assessment
Assessment for Business 
Innovation is as follows:

Internal Assessment 70%

•	 Business Skills 40%

•	 Business Pitch 30%

External Assessment 30%

•	 Business plan and pitch 30%
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Year 12

Modern History

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Successful completion of Stage 1 
History or another HASS subject. 
As this is a language rich subject 
strong literacy skills are highly 
recommended.

Course Description
Modern History investigates the 
growth of modern nations at a 
time of rapid global change. They 
engage in a study of one nation, 
and of interactions between or 
among nations. Students will 
investigate social, political, and 
economic changes that shaped 
the development of that nation. 
Students may investigate the 
interactions among nations and 
the impact of these interactions 
on national, regional, and/or 
international development. Students 
explore relationships among nations, 
states, and groups, and examine 
some significant and distinctive 
features of the world since 1945, 
to understand the contemporary 
world. Students build their source 
analysis skills and explore different 
interpretations, draw conclusions, 
and develop reasoned historical 
arguments.

Assessment
Assessment for Modern History  
is as follows:

School (70%)

•	 Historical skills

•	 Historical Study

External (30%)

•	 Examination

Pathways
This subject is intended for students 
who are passionate about history, 
intending to pursue a career in 
humanities.

Legal Studies

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Successful completion of Stage 1 
Legal Studies and strong literacy 
and critical thinking skills are 
highly recommended.

Course Description
Students explore rights and 
responsibilities, sources of law 
and adversarial and inquisitorial 
dispute resolution processes. They 
examine how people, governments 
and institutions shape the law 
and how law controls, shapes, 
and regulates interactions 
between people, institutions and 
government. 

Students develop an 
understanding of the ways 
in which they can influence 
the democratic process, the 
importance of critical and 
conceptual thinking and 
significance of checks and 
balances in providing lawful 
mechanisms to control the 
exercise of power.

Assessment
Assessment for Legal Studies is 
as follows:

School (70%)

•	 Folio

•	 Inquiry

External (30%)

•	 Examination

Pathways
This subject is intended for 
students planning to pursue 
a career in law.

Humanities & Social Sciences

Ancient Studies

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits 
 
Successful completion of Stage 1 
Ancient Studies or another HASS 
subject. As this is a language rich 
subject strong literacy skills are 
highly recommended.

Course Description
Students learn about the history, 
literature, society and culture 
of ancient civilisations, which 
may include Asia-Australia, the 
Americas, Europe and Western 
Asia, and the classical civilisations 
of Greece and Rome. They 
consider the environmental, social, 
economic, religious, cultural, and 
aesthetic aspects of societies.

Assessment
Assessment for Modern History is 
as follows:

School (70%)

•	 Historical Skills

•	 Historical Study

External (30%)

•	 Examination

Pathways
This subject is intended for 
students who are passionate 
about pursuing a career in 
humanities. 



General Mathematics

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
This course allows students to 
extend their mathematical skills 
in ways that apply practical 
problem solving and mathematical 
modelling in everyday contexts. 
A problem-based approach is 
integral to the development 
of mathematical skills and the 
associated key ideas in this 
subject.

Topics studied cover a range of 
applications of mathematics, 
including: personal financial 
management, measurement 
and trigonometry, the statistical 
investigation process, modelling 
using linear functions, and discrete 
modelling using networks and 
matrices.

Stage 2 General Mathematics 
consists of the following six topics:

Topic 1: Modelling with linear 
relationships 
Topic 2: Modelling with matrices 
Topic 3: Statistical models 
Topic 4: Financial models 
Topic 5: Discrete models 
Topic 6: Open topic

Students study five topics from 
the list of six topics above. All 
students must study Topics 1, 3, 4, 
and 5

Assessment
The following assessment types 
enable students to demonstrate 
their learning in Stage 2 General 
Mathematics:

School Assessment (70%)

•	 Assessment Type 1: Skills and 
Applications Tasks (40%)

•	 Assessment Type 2: 
Mathematical Investigations 
External assessment (30%)

External Assessment (30%)

•	 Assessment Type 3: Examination 
(30%)

Students provide evidence of 
their learning through eight 
assessments, including the 
external assessment component. 
Students undertake:

•	 Five skills and applications tasks

•	 Two mathematical 
investigations

•	 One examination

Pathways
Stage 2 General Mathematics 
offers students the opportunity 
to develop a strong understanding 
of the process of mathematical 
modelling and its application 
to problem-solving in everyday 
workplace contexts.

Successful completion of this 
subject at Stage 2 prepares 
students for entry to tertiary 
courses requiring a non- 
specialised background in 
mathematics.

Special Requirements
Graphics calculator (Casio 
FX-CG50)
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Specialist Mathematics

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Specialist Mathematics draws 
on and deepens students’ 
mathematical knowledge, 
skills, and understanding, and 
provides opportunities for 
students to develop their skills 
in using rigorous mathematical 
arguments and proofs, and using 
mathematical models. It includes 
the study of functions and 
calculus. Specialist Mathematics 
is designed to be studied in 
conjunction with Mathematical 
Methods.

Assessment
Assessment for Specialist 
Mathematics is as follows:

•	 Skills and Applications Tasks 
50%

•	 Folio Tasks 20%

•	 External Exam 30%

Special Requirements
Graphics calculator (Casio 
FX-CG50), Revision Guide.

Mathematical Methods

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Mathematical Methods develops 
an increasingly complex and 
sophisticated understanding of 
calculus and statistics. By using 
functions and their derivatives and 
integrals, students develop a deep 
understanding of the physical 
world through a sound knowledge 
of relationships involving rates of 
change. Students use statistics to 
describe and analyse phenomena 
that involve uncertainty and 
variation.

Assessment
Assessment for Mathematical 
Methods is as follows:

•	 Skills and Applications Tasks

•	 Folio Tasks

•	 External Exam

Special Requirements
MASA revision guide is $29.95 
Graphics calculator: CASIO 
fx-1AU GRAPH

Essential Mathematics

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Desired Background 2 Semesters 
of Stage 1 General Mathematics

Course Description
Essential Mathematics offers 
students the opportunity to 
extend their mathematical 
skills in ways that apply to 
practical problem-solving 
in everyday and workplace 
contexts. Students apply their 
mathematics to diverse settings, 
including everyday calculations, 
financial management, business 
applications, measurement 
and geometry, and statistics 
in social contexts. There is 
an emphasis on developing 
students’ computational skills 
and expanding their ability to 
apply their mathematical skills 
in flexible and resourceful ways. 
Topics include: Scales Plans 
and Models, Measurement, 
Business Applications, Statistics, 
Investment and Loans, Open Topic 
(eg Optimisation).

Assessment
Assessment for Essential 
Mathematics is as follows:

•	 Skills and Applications Tasks

•	 Folio Tasks

•	 External Exam

Pathways
This subject is intended for 
students planning to pursue a 
career in a range of trades or 
vocations.

Special Requirements
Graphics calculator (Casio 
FX-CG50), Revision Guide.

Year 12

Mathematics



Drama

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
The emphasis is on dramatic 
theory and practice. Students 
work independently and in groups 
to analyse dramatic works and 
innovators to devise creative 
interpretations of these works in 
practical and collaborative ways. 
Students will participate in a major 
group production either as an actor or 
as an off stage practitioner.

Assessment
•	 Group production 40%

•	 Evaluation and creativity 30%

•	 Creative presentation 30% 
(externally assessed)

Special Requirements
$40-$60 for theatre excursions. Out 
of school hours rehearsals will be 
required.

2026 Curriculum Guide

Science

Biology

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
The study of Biology is 
constructed around inquiry into 
and application of understanding 
the diversity of life as it has 
evolved, the structure and 
function of living things, and 
how they interact with their 
own and other species and their 
environments.

Students investigate biological 
systems and their interactions, 
from the perspectives of energy, 
control, structure and function, 
change, and exchange in 
microscopic cellular structures 
and processes, through to 
macroscopic ecosystem 
dynamics. These investigations 
allow students to extend the skills, 
knowledge, and understanding 
that enable them to explore and 
explain everyday observations, 
find solutions to biological issues 
and problems, and understand how 
biological science impacts on their 
lives, society, and the environment. 
They apply their understanding 
of the interconnectedness of 
biological systems to evaluate the 
impact of human activity on the 
natural world.

The three strands of science to 
be integrated throughout student 
learning are:

•	 Science inquiry skills

•	 Science as a human endeavour

•	 Science understanding

The topics for  
Stage 2 Biology are:
 
Topic 1: DNA and proteins 
Topic 2: Cells as the basis of life 
Topic 3: Homeostasis 
Topic 4: Evolution

Students study all four topics.

Assessment
Assessment for Biology is as 
follows:

•	 Skills & Applications Tasks

•	 Investigations Folio

•	 External Exam

Additional Costs
•	 Workbook $55

•	 Revision Guide $35 
(approximate costs)
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Year 12

Nutrition

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Nutrition is a science that 
immerses students in the 
fundamentals of human nutrition, 
physiology, and health, and 
promotes investigation of current 
and emerging trends. It is the 
study of dietary, lifestyle, and 
healthy eating patterns with 
specific focus on nutrients in food, 
how the body uses nutrients, and 
the relationship between diet, 
health, and disease. Students 
develop an understanding 
of the need to evaluate food 
systems and food quality 
standards, marketing of food, 
food availability, and cultural 
influences on food selection. 
Students consider how the food 
and nutrition needs of different 
population demographics are 
affected by food availability and 
product development. Students 
examine political, economic, 
cultural, and ethical influences and 
ecological sustainability in order 
to recommend actions or develop 
arguments about future food 
needs and food ethics.

Assessment
Assessment for Nutrition is as 
follows:

•	 Investigations Folio 30%

•	 Skills and Applications Tasks 
40%

•	 External exam 30%

Special Requirements
•	 Workbook $75

•	 Revision Guide $35 
(approximate costs)

Science

Chemistry

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
In their study of chemistry, 
students develop and extend their 
understanding of how the physical 
world is chemically constructed, 
the interaction between human 
activities and the environment, 
and the use that human beings 
make of the planet’s resources. 
They explore examples of how 
scientific understanding is 
dynamic and develops with new 
evidence, which may involve the 
application of new technologies.

Students consider examples of 
benefits and risks of chemical 
knowledge to the wider 
community, along with the 
capacity of chemical knowledge 
to inform public debate on social 
and environmental issues. The 
study of chemistry helps students 
to make informed decisions about 
interacting with and modifying 
nature, and exploring options such 
as green or sustainable chemistry, 
which seek to reduce the 
environmental impact of chemical 
products and processes.

The three strands of science to 
be integrated throughout student 
learning are science inquiry skills, 
science as a human endeavor and 
science understanding. 

The topics for  

Stage 2 Chemistry are:
 
Topic 1: Monitoring the  
environment 
Topic 2: Managing chemical  
processes 
Topic 3: Organic and biological 
chemistry 
Topic 4: Managing resources

Students study all four topics.

Assessment
Assessment for Chemistry is as 
follows:

•	 Skills & Applications Tasks

•	 Investigations Folio

•	 External Exam

Special Requirements
Workbook $55, Revision Guide 
$25 (approximate costs), possible 
excursions.



Drama

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
The emphasis is on dramatic 
theory and practice. Students 
work independently and in groups 
to analyse dramatic works and 
innovators to devise creative 
interpretations of these works in 
practical and collaborative ways. 
Students will participate in a major 
group production either as an actor or 
as an off stage practitioner.

Assessment
•	 Group production 40%

•	 Evaluation and creativity 30%

•	 Creative presentation 30% 
(externally assessed)

Special Requirements
$40-$60 for theatre excursions. Out 
of school hours rehearsals will be 
required.
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Psychology

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
The Stage 2 Psychology course 
provides students with an 
opportunity to extend their skills, 
knowledge and understanding 
of the three strands of science 
through a psychological lens. 
Students focus on Science 
inquiry skills, Science as a Human 
Endeavour (SHE) and Science 
Understanding (Design and 
Deconstruct).

Topics covered in Stage 2 
Psychology are:

•	 Psychology of the Individual

•	 Psychological Health and 
Wellbeing

•	 Organisational Psychology

•	 Social Influence

•	 The Psychology of Learning

Students develop knowledge and 
understanding relevant to each of 
the topics and apply it to social 
issues and/ or personal growth. 
Investigation designs, methods 
of assessing psychological 
responses and ethical issues 
are also explored in each topic. 
Students will also develop a range 
of investigation skills.

Assessment
Assessment for Psychology is as 
follows:

•	 Investigations Folio 30%

•	 Skills and Applications  
Tasks 40%

•	 Examination 30% (External 
Assessment)

Physics

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
The study of Physics is 
constructed around using 
qualitative and quantitative 
models, laws, and theories to 
better understand matter, forces, 
energy, and the interaction 
among them. Physics seeks to 
explain natural phenomena, 
from the subatomic world to 
the macrocosmos, and to make 
predictions about them. The 
models, laws, and theories in 
physics are based on evidence 
obtained from observations, 
measurements, and active 
experimentation over thousands of 
years.

By studying physics, students 
understand how new evidence can 
lead to the refinement of existing 
models and theories and to the 
development of different, more 
complex ideas, technologies, and 
innovations.

The three strands of science to 
be integrated throughout student 
learning are science inquiry skills, 
science as a human endeavor and 
science understanding.

The topics for Stage 2 Physics 
are:

Topic 1: Motion and relativity 
Topic 2: Electricity and magnetism 
Topic 3: Light and atoms

Students study all three topics.

Assessment
Assessment for Physics is as 
follows:

•	 Skills & Applications Tasks 40%

•	 Investigations Folio 30%

•	 External Exam 30%

Special Requirements
•	 Physics workbook 3rd edition $69

•	 SASTA revision guide $35
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Year 12

Timber Construction

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Students design and create 
detailed timber projects to meet 
a design brief. They use 3D 
drawing software, CAM tools, and 
workshop machinery to build their 
designs. They keep a folio showing 
how their idea developed from 
start to finish. Projects are based 
on real-world problems. Students 
explore both traditional joinery 
and digital production, developing 
advanced workshop skills. They 
choose materials carefully, 
including recycled options, and 
document their design and 
building process for assessment.

Assessment
•	 Skills and Applications tasks 

20%

•	 Product 50%

•	 External Assessment (Folio) 
30%

Special Requirements
Possible materials depending on 
project.

Gaming & Animation

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Students design 3D games and 
animations from the ground 
up. They create characters, 
environments, and gameplay 
using Maya and Unreal Engine. 
They explore advanced features 
like animation rigging, sound, and 
lighting. A folio documents their 
work for assessment and future 
study. Students also learn to apply 
materials and lighting effects and 
build immersive, interactive game 
levels with gameplay logic  
through coding.

Assessment
•	 Skills and Applications tasks 

20%

•	 Product 50%

•	 External Assessment (Folio) 
30%

Food & Hospitality

2 Semesters 
SACE Credits 20 Credits

Course Description
Students explore the food 
and hospitality industry in 
depth. They cook meals, plan 
menus, and examine issues like 
food laws, sustainability, and 
nutrition. They work in teams 
and complete research tasks. 
The course prepares students 
for further study or work in food 
and hospitality. Assessment 
includes practical work, group 
collaboration, and investigation of 
current food trends and consumer 
needs. Students also learn about 
ethical food production, legal 
responsibilities, and how the 
industry meets the needs of 
different communities.

Assessment
Assessment for Food and 
Hospitality is as follows:

•	 Practical Activity 50%

•	 Group Activity 20%

•	 Investigation 30%

Special Requirements
Please note: Additional costs may 
apply, depending on individual 
project choices.

Technology



VET 
Vocational Education & Training

What is VET and how can I do it?

VET stands for Vocational Education and Training, and provides students 
with transferable skills for work and future pathways. Students are 
able to include VET in their SACE studies which help students to build a 
vocational pathway in the SACE and encourage students to complete, or 
make significant progress towards completing VET qualifications while 
completing the SACE.

To complete the SACE, students must achieve 200 SACE credits, 150 
of which can be gained through VET. Students must also complete the 
compulsory requirements of SACE consisting of 30 credits of literacy 
and numeracy as well as Exploring Identities and Futures (10 credits) 
and Activating Identities and Futures (10 credits). The recognition 
arrangements for VET in the SACE include:

•	 completed qualifications

•	 partly completed qualifications

Students can earn 10 SACE credits for 70 nominal hours. The SACE Board 
decides whether the SACE credits earned for a particular VET qualification 
are recognised at Stage 1 or Stage 2. Students can refer to the VET 
Recognition Register for more information about Stage 1 and Stage 2. For 
more information about VET and to check the VET Recognition.

Student can access VET at Plympton International College and also as 
part of the Western Adelaide Secondary Schools Network. 

Unique Student Identifier (USI)
Students undertaking nationally recognised VET training will need to have 
a Unique Student Identifier (USI). USI accounts will contain a record of an 
individual’s nationally recognised training and results. To establish a USI, 
please go to www.usi.gov.au and follow the steps to create a USI. Please 
have this number ready when applying for VET courses.

For further clarification please contact the VET/SACE  
and pathways leader.
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VET in schools Certificate III in Individual Support CHC33021

Course Description
Recommended course for any stu-
dents that have pathways into 
nursing, midwifery, or paramed-
icine, and for those that want to 
gain employment as a care worker 
in aged, disability or community 
care.

Students attend the course 1 day 
per week. 

Course fees are $460 – Plympton 
Students are partially subsided.

125 STAGE 2 SACE credits

Students undertake a 3-week 
placement over the April/July or 
October school holidays.

The training enables you to work 
alongside allied health workers, 
implementing treatment plans and  
therapeutic solutions in a wide 
variety of health care settings.

Benefits for students
•	 Acquire skills for work in the 

health and community services 
industries

•	 Educators are registered with 
AHPRA and have extensive and 
current experience in a variety of 
health care settings

•	 Contemporary program 
delivering a person-centred 
approach to care Funding 
Criteria 

•	 Must be in year 11 or 12 and 
turning 16 in the year of study

•	 Australian citizen, permanent 
resident or eligible VISA holder 
Pre-Course Experiences/
Pre-Requisites

Special Requirements
•	 Ageing: National Crime check, 

NDIS Worker Screening

•	 Current Flu Vaccination 

•	 COVID vaccination may be 
required by the organisation for 
placement purposes

For further clarification please 
speak with the VET leader

VET



Stage 1

Code Subject Name

1ILN10A
AFL Multicultural Cup (Integrated 
Learning)

1ANT10 Ancient Studies

1BGY10 Biology

1CEM10 Chemistry

1CHC10 Chinese (continuers)

1CHD20 Chinese Background

1DMA10 Drama

1DMA20 Drama

1EIF10 Exploring Identities and Futures (EIF)

1ESH10 English

1ETE10 Essential English

1FOH10 Food and Hospitality

1LES10 Legal Studies

1MAM10 Mathematics

1MEM10 Essential Mathematics

1MGM10 General Mathematics

1MRS10 Material Solutions

1MXE10 Music Experience

1MXE20 Music Experience

1NTN10 Nutrition

1PHD10 Physical Education

1PSG10 Psychology

1PYI10 Physics

1RES10 Robotic and Electronic Systems

1VAA10 Visual Arts – Art

1WPS10 Workplace Practices

1DCS10 Digital Communication Solutions

1HEW10 Health and Wellbeing

1OUT10 Outdoor Education

1MOD10 Modern History

1BNV10 Business Innovation

1CVA10 Creative Arts

Stage 2

Code Subject Name

2AIF10 Activating Identities and Futures

2BGY20 Biology

2BNV20 Business Innovation

2CEM20 Chemistry

2CHC20 Chinese (continuers)

2CHD20 Chinese Background

2DCS20 Digital Communication Solutions

2DMA20 Drama

2ESH20 English

2ETE20 Essential English

2FOH20 Food and Hospitality

2ILA20 Integrated Learning A

2MEB10 Music Performance – Ensemble

2MEM20 Essential Mathematics

2MHS20 Mathematical Methods

2MRS20 Material Solutions

2MSO10 Music Performance – Solo

2NTN20 Nutrition

2PSG20 Psychology

2PYI20 Physics

2WPC20 Workplace Practices

2MGM20 General Mathematics

2MSC20 Specialist Mathematics

2VAA20 Visual Arts - Art

2CVA20 Creative Arts

2MEX20 Music Explorations

2PHD20 Physical Education

2ILN20 Sport Education (Integrated Learning)

2MOD20 Modern History

2ANT20 Ancient Studies

2LES20 Legal Studies
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Notes
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